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IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THERE ARE INHERENT RISKS 
TO THE SPORT OF SNOWMOBILING AND THE PRUDENT 

SNOWMOBILER SHOULD BE AWARE OF SUCH RISKS 
AND TAKE NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS 
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AvalancfleAwarene=cs=so=---- ---- · 
Avalanches are made up of four parts: 

• Enough snow to slide 
A steep enough slope 
A bed surface to slide on 
A trigger of some type (often snowmobilers) 

Carry your Shovel, Probe Pole and Avalanche Transceiver on your person! It can't 
help you on your sled. 

Attend avalanche safety classes and seminars and don't forget to practice with 
your gear often! 

While there are no avalanche advisories issued specifically for these south
west Montana areas, valuable information can be obtained from the following 
locations: 

Avalanche Advisory Center (Bozeman) 406-587-6981 www.mtavalanche.com 
West Central Montana Avalanche Advisory (Missoula) 800-281-1030 
www.missoulasavalanche.org 

• The Beaverhead Sno-Riders Club web site www.beaverheadsnowriders.com 

Hypothermia 
Hypothermia occurs when your body loses heat faster than it can produce it, 
causing your core body temperature to fall. fcl ypothermia is often induced by cold, 
wet conditions, such as rain, snow, sleet or i1nmersion in water. 

Contributing Factors 
Extreme Cold 
Use of Alcohol or Drugs 
Slower Metabolic Rates, as in older people 
Other Medical Conditions 

Preventing Hypothermia 
· -.-~ Hypothermia can be preventecrby dressing properly, by avnid in1Jfm1entially-- -- -

dangerous weather conditions and by drying out as quickly as possible when 
you get wet. 
High-calorie foods such as chocolate, peanuts and raisins provide quick 
energy that helps your body produce heat. 

Recognizing the Symptoms of Hypothermia 
Uncontrolled shivering. 
Slow slurred speech. 
Memory loss 
Irrational behavior, such as removing clothing 

• Lack of body movement 
Sleepiness 
Unconsciousness, which could lead to death 

Treating Hypothermia 
Find shelter from the elements for the victim 
Avoid unnecessary~movemeot ---· _ _ _ __ _ ____ _ 
Remove wet clothing and replace with dry clothing and other protective covering 
Give warm liquids to re-hydrate and re-warm but never give the victim alcohol 
to drink. Quick energy foods also produce inner-body heat. 
For mild cases, use fire, blankets or another person's body heat to warm up the 
victim slowly. 
Do Not immerse the victim in a warm bath or hot tub or expose them to a large 
fire as too rapid of re-warming can lead to traumatic shock and death. 
For severe cases of hypothermia evacuate the victim to advanced emegency 
medical care immediately. 

If Lost or Equipment Fails 
Keep calm - Think, Make a Plan. 

Trust your compass. 

Backtrack if possible. If that is not possible, remain together in one place. 

Build ci .shelt_e.r, .§...fife, and m1'lke~ §lgn9l_Qf S.QllJ.e ty12_e - thr&? fir~20_three_blasJ~ fr:.om 
a whistle, three large rock piles. Make them easy to see from a distance. 

Use the Buddy System - If in a group, try to buddy both the stranded and the 
one who rides for help. If in a pair, see to the shelter before leaving for help. 

Find food and water. 

Stay warm and dry, wait for help to arrive. 

Make your Base Camp easy to see . 

ildlife Watching 

Montana's abundant opportunities for wildlife viewing are a big part of why snow
mobilers enjoy winter in Montana. As you enjoy snowmobiling, take time to stop and 
look for wildlife at designated wi ldlife viewing sites. Follow these guidelines when 
viewing wildlife. 

• Give wildlife plenty of space - they have to conserve precious energy to survive 
the winter. Avoid any action that causes them to move or alter their activity. 

• Observe animals from a safe distance - use binoculars, spotting scopes and 
telephoto camera lenses. 

• Stay seated on your snowmobile and keep the engine running. A person walking 
or moving is more likely to disturb wildlife. 
Respect closures or restrictions on wildlife wintering ranges. 

Basic Snowmobile Safety Code & Ethics 

1. Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to doing your snowmobile trip. Doing 
so increases your chances of being injured or killed. 

2. Slow down and don't cut to the inside of the trail corners - It's dangerous and 
illegal. 

3. If you snowmobile at night, don't override your headlights. 
4. Always use the buddy system. Never ride alone or unaccompanied. 
5. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. Drowning causes many snowmobile fatalities. 
0. Wear sensiole, protective cloth ing aeslg ried1or s nowmo5iling .---- ----
7. Use a fu ll-size, well-fitting helmet, goggles, or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, 

stones, ice chips and flying debris. 
8. Never wear any loose clothing that could get caught in moving parts of the 

snowmobile. 
9. Know the terrain where you are going to ride. If it is unfamiliar to you, ask some

one who has traveled over it before and review a map of the area. 
10. Know the weather forecast, especially the ice and snow conditions in the area. 
11. Be sure the snowmobile is in tip-top mechanical condition at the start of the 

season and throughout the months of u~e . 

12. Familiarize yourself with the snowmobile that you are driving by reading in detail 
the manual accompanying the snowmobile. 

13. Do not pursue domestic or wild animals. No true sportsman would stoop to such 
conduct. If you see a violation of this rule , report it to the nearest law 
enforcement officer. 
1-800-TIPMONT (1-800-847-6668) or fwp.mt.gov/enforcement/tipmont/ 
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Description of Staging Areas and Routes for Pioneer Mountains Snowmobile Trails 

Parking Areas 

• Blanchard Ponds – Located south of Jackson on private land where Beaverhead County stops 
plowing the road to scattered ranch headquarters.  Gravel parking area providing space for less 
than 5 trucks with trailers. 

• Trail Creek - Located along Highway 43 at junction with Forest Road 106.  Parking area is plowed 
by state highway crews and is paved/gravel (on the apron of the highway).  Capacity for less 
than 5 trucks with trailers and shared with cross country skiers. 

• Pettengill Trailhead – Located along the Pioneer Scenic Byway/National Snowmobile Trail.  Large 
paved lot built specifically to accommodate winter OSV use with a capacity of 15-20 vehicles.. 

• Elkhorn Trailhead – Gravel parking area located along the Pioneer Scenic Byway/National 
Snowmobile Trail developed for winter recreation use.  Shared by OSV users and cross country 
skiers.  Capacity for 8 trucks with trailers.  Occasional overflow parking on weekends along the 
road. 

• Elkhorn Hot Springs – Gravel parking area located at Elkhorn Hot Springs and Resort.  Provides 
parking for approximately 10 vehicles shared with cross country skiers and hot springs/resort 
guests. 

• Grasshopper Inn – Gravel parking area located on private property associated with commercial 
lodging used primarily by OSV users.  Capacity for about 25 trucks with trailers. 

• Big Hole Divide – Located along Hwy 278 at a state maintained scenic/historic overlook.  Paved 
parking area with capacity for about 20 trucks with trailers. 

Routes 

All groomed routes generally follow existing Forest System roads.  The Pioneer National Snowmobile 
Trails follows the Pioneer Scenic Byway, a 2-lane paved road.  Routes delineated as occasionally 
groomed or marked generally follow system trails. 


