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Mr. Richard Kangas 

Tehipite Chapter, Sierra Club                                             CERTIFIED - RETURN          

P. O. Box 187                                                                     RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Selma, CA 93662 

 

Dear Mr. Kangas: 

On April 23, 2010 you filed a Notice of Appeal (NOA) on behalf of Tehipite Chapter, Sierra 

Club pursuant to 36 CFR 215. Sierra Forest Supervisor Edward C. Cole signed the Record of 

Decision (ROD) approving Alternative 3 of the Sugar Pine Adaptive Management Project 

Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) on March 10, 2010.   

 

I have reviewed the entire appeal record, including your written Notice of Appeal (NOA), the 

ROD, FEIS, DEIS, and supporting documentation.  I have weighed the recommendation from 

the Appeal Reviewing Officer (ARO) and incorporated it into this decision.  A copy of the 

Appeal Reviewing Officer's recommendation is enclosed.  This letter constitutes my decision on 

the appeal and on the specific relief requested. 

 

FOREST ACTION BEING APPEALED 
 

The Sierra Forest Supervisor selected Alternative 3, as analyzed in the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement.  Alternative 3 includes the following activities: 

 

 Makes one non-significant Land and Resource Management Plan amendment. 

 Commercial and biomass thin from below on an estimated 760 acres natural conifer 

stands. 

 Commercial and biomass thin an estimated 65 acres of ponderosa pine plantations. 

 Biomass thin an estimated 240 acres of conifer stands (4 to 10 inch dbh). 

 Pre-commercial hand thin and remove fuel ladders, hand pile, and burn approximately 17 

acres. 

 Pre-commercial thin, tractor pile and burn approximately 30 acres of natural conifer 

stands. 

 Masticate brush fields and masticate pre-commercial thin reproduction areas on 

approximately 245 acres. 

 Masticate brush fields, fuel ladders, and pre-commercially thin reproduction areas on 

approximately 395 acres. 

 Perform fuelbreak maintenance on approximately 40 acres. 

 Pre-commercial thin/release plantations on approximately 115 acres. 
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 Plant and hand release of approximately 40 acres site prepared openings. 

 Prescribed understory burn, as a primary fuels treatment, approximately 215 acres. 

 Complete maintenance operations on approximately 28.2 miles of National Forest 

Transportation System (NFTS) roads. 

 Complete reconstruction operations on approximately 9.8 miles of NTFS roads. 

 Construct approximately 0.5 miles of temporary road. 

 Construct approximately 0.2 miles of new NFTS road 

 Prescribe burn and/or mechanically treat infestations of noxious weeds, where located 

within the project treatment areas. 

 

APPEAL REVIEWING OFFICER'S FINDINGS and RECOMMENDATION 
 

The ARO, John Exline, found that the project is an appropriate and reasonable response to 

direction in the Sierra National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan and is in 

compliance with the plan. 

 

The purpose and need for the project were clear.  The Forest Supervisor’s decision logic and 

rationale were clear and well documented.  The Forest Supervisor was responsive to public 

concerns. 

 

ARO John Exline, recommended affirmation of the Forest Supervisor’s decision on all issues 

and denial of all requested relief. 

 

DECISION 
 

I agree with the ARO’s analysis as presented in the recommendation letter.  The issues are 

similar to the comments made during the comment period.  All appeal issues raised have been 

considered.  I affirm the Forest Supervisor’s decision to implement Alternative 3.  I deny all 

requested relief.  

 

The project may be implemented on, but not before, the 15
th

 business day following the date of 

this letter (36 CFR 215.9(b)).  My decision constitutes the final administrative determination of 

the Department of Agriculture [36 CFR 215.18(c)]. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

/s/ Robert G. MacWhorter 

Robert G. MacWhorter 

Appeal Deciding Officer 

Deputy Regional Forester 

 

Enclosure 

 

  


