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Blue Ridge Ranger District (706) 745-6928
File Code: 1950 Date: June 30, 2010

Scoping Notice
East Nottely Forest Health and Restoration Project

The Blue Ridge Ranger District, Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests, is beginning the
environmental analysis process for forest health, watershed, and vegetation restoration treatments
located in the Nottely River/Nottely Lake area on the District. These activities are proposed for
implementation over the next 10 years.

We are seeking your input and encourage you to participate by providing your comments on the
proposed actions in this project area. Please provide your comments by July 30th, 2010.

Scoping is an important “first step” of the environmental analysis process. Your comments will
be used to identify relevant issues, help guide environmental analysis, and a decision on the
project. The environmental analysis of the proposed activities will be documented in one or
more NEPA documents.

Background

The District has identified opportunities in Compartments 410, 411, 412, and 415 in the Nottely
River/Nottely Lake watershed which are consistent with management goals and objectives
identified in the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan). This project area is identified as the East Nottely Project encompassing 1,789 total
acres. Field evaluations have been focused on assessing existing conditions and then prescribing
treatments that move the area toward desired future conditions in the Forest Plan.

Purpose and Need

The purpose and need for action in the East Nottely Project Area consists of:

e Improving forest health in over-crowded and fire-excluded stands to lower the risk of
insect and disease infestation (particularly southern pine beetle) and reduce susceptibility
to damaging wildfire

e Restoring and/or maintaining native pine-hardwood forest types in areas that have been
impacted by past southern pine beetle infestations and/or have a component of Eastern
white pine
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e Restoring and/or maintaining native oak and oak-pine forest types in areas that have been
impacted by past southern pine beetle infestations and/or in areas with high amounts of
fire intolerant species such as maple, sweet gum, and Virginia pine

¢ Improving wildlife habitat

¢ Controlling non-native invasive species competing with native vegetation

¢ Improving watershed conditions and managing forest visitor access

Proposed Action

Proposed actions to improve forest health and to improve wildlife habitat (Forest Plan Goal 3,
and 8, Objective 3.7) consist of commercial thinning of approximately 174 acres of first thinning
in pine stands and approximately 351 acres of intermediate thinning in pine and oak-pine stands
as well as approximately 587 acres of commercial biomass thinning and/or non-commercial
thinning of young, small diameter stands (less than 5 inches diameter at 4.5 feet high).

Proposed actions to restore/maintain native ecosystems and improve wildlife habitat (Forest
Plan Goal 2, 3, and 4; Objective 3.6, 3.7) consist of 41 acres of two-aged regeneration through
commercial timber harvest followed by site preparation and/or prescribed burning to prepare for
planting. Hand planting of desired oak species and shortleaf pine would occur in the winter.
Reforestation efforts would be evaluated to ensure adequate stocking and to assess the need for
release of seedlings by hand tool cutting or targeted and selective herbicide. Prescribed burning
is also proposed on approximately 1,715 acres to favor native fire-tolerant plant species and
reduce the risk of destructive wildfire.

Proposed actions to improve watershed conditions and manage forest visitor access (Forest
Plan, Objective 48.2) consist of improvements to Casteel Cemetery Road, primarily
reconstructing road drainage and the travel surface to provide safe access and minimize road
impacts. Road reconstruction on Mauney Road # 116 would be completed to improve drainage
and increase safety. Stillhouse Branch Road would be decommissioned (closed to vehicle
access) by closure and rehabilitation (restore drainage and vegetation cover) to prevent vehicle
access and improve watershed condition. Vehicle access at the end of Forest Drive where the
gravel ends would be administratively blocked, with the road rehabilitated for a walking access
route only. A small parking area would be developed for this walking trail. Driving access from
private land, off of Forest Drive, into compartment 410, stands 2 and 3 would be blocked and
restoration completed on the stream crossing.

Proposed actions to control non-native invasive species (Forest Plan Goal 12) consist of
selective use of herbicides or other methods such as mechanical removal within the project area.
A kudzu patch currently about 3 acres in size exists in compartment 410, stand 22. This stand
would not have any harvest activities.



Proposed actions to improve wildlife habitat (Forest Plan Goal 3) consist of renovating 11 acres
of existing permanent wildlife openings to establish clover and warm season grasses beneficial to
wildlife. Herbicides would be used to control the existing fescue.

Additional information on areas proposed for treatment can be found in the attached documents
and maps. Individual stand data is available upon request.

All proposed activities meet both forest-wide and management prescription standards and
direction for management prescriptions 7.E.1., (Dispersed Recreation Areas) and 11, (Riparian

Corridors).

How to Submit Your Comments

Comments will be used to define any issues that may be associated with this project, to develop
alternatives to the Proposed Action and to refine the analysis of environmental effects.

Please be as specific as possible when responding. If you provide data or research results, please
identify why the information is pertinent to the East Nottely Project and provide a copy of the
information. Comments will become a part of the public record and, therefore, will be available
for public review upon request under the Freedom of Information Act.

We would appreciate scoping comments by July 30, 2010. We ask that you include your contact
information along with your comments such as name, mailing address, email address, and/or

phone number.

You may send in your comments as follows:

Comment Format Send To:
Hard Copy letter Blue Ridge Ranger District
2042 Highway 515 W

Blairsville, GA 30512
ATTN: East Nottely Project

Email message or document | Email to: chatt comments @fs.fed.us
Subject Line: East Nottely Project

FAX Fax Number:
(706) 745-7494
Subject: East Nottely Project

Electronic versions of the information provided in this scoping notice are available on the
Forest’s website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/sopa/planning.htm.

If you have questions related to this project please contact Alice Brown of the Blue Ridge
Ranger District at (706) 745-6928 extension 112.



I look forward to your participation in the management of the Blue Ridge Ranger District.

/s/ Andrew L. Baker
ANDREW L. BAKER
District Ranger

Enclosures (4):

1) Proposed Action Treatments by Compartment
2) Map — Compartments 410 & 411

3) Map — Compartments 410 & 415

4) Map — Compartment 412



Proposed Action Treatments by Compartment

Compartment | Compartment | Compartment Compartment

Treatment 410 411 412 415 Total
1* Thinning 0 92 82 0 174
Intermediate 94 137 55 65 351
Thinning
Biomass 263 139 75 110 587
Thinning /
NonCommercial
Two-Aged 10 19 12 0 41
Regeneration Cut
Prescribed Burn 540 714 257 204 1715
Herbicide Use 10 19 9 0 38

1* Thinning (174 acres)

A first thinning is the initial commercial timber harvest in a young developing stand designed to
redistribute growth among the residual trees and lessen the susceptibility to insect and disease attacks.
Normally, the trees designated for removal have poor form, insect/disease damage and do not have room
to develop due to the close proximity to other trees. First thinnings will reduce the number of trees per
acre from approximately 350 to 136. The average stand basal area (amount of surface area a tree
occupies, expressed in square feet) is approximately 120 square feet/acre. Using small feller/buncher
tractors to minimize damage to the residual trees, the basal area will be reduced to 60-70 square feet/acre.

Intermediate Thinning (351 acres)

This treatment will involve tree removal using conventional timber harvest methods. Currently, there are
approximately 75-100 trees per acre. This proposed action would reduce the number of trees per acre to
approximately 47-56.

The current average basal area will be reduced from approximately 80-130 to 50-60 square feet per acre,
leaving dominant and co-dominant trees with well-formed crowns and high live crown ratios. Healthy
Shortleaf pine and mast producing hardwoods will be favored as residual trees while removing white
pine. These areas will be maintained as semi-canopied grassy habitat with no edge effect. Semi-covered
rather than open area habitat is preferred by many wildlife species as a forage area, browse, travel
corridors and escape routes.

Two-Aged Regeneration cut (41 acres)

The intent of this management activity is to remove the white pine component from 43 acres. The residual
basal area will be 0-20 square feet per acre favoring healthy well formed mast producing oaks and
shortleaf. The trees will be removed by conventional timber harvest methods. The open area habitat
created by the pine removal will be mechanically, chemically and/or prescribed burn site prepared and
artificially regenerated with oak, shortleaf pine and upon availability American Chestnut. The area will
be chemically treated with either glyphosate, imazapyr or a combination of both to control non-desirable
species after tree removal. Managing areas that are conducive to the production of quality hardwoods
will increase the overall biological diversity within the project area.

Prescribed Burning (1,715 acres)

This management activity is needed to decrease the fuel loading and maintain a grassy understory of
native species throughout the area. Only site preparation burns will occur within regeneration areas. The
initial burning will be to done to eliminate undesirable vegetation and burned on a 3-5 year regime for




the establishment of native grass understory. This area can best be managed and maintained with a mix
of growing season and dormant season burns in a mosaic pattern.

Biomass Thinning or Noncommercial thinning (587 acres)

(note: separate from 1* thinning because of size of the trees) On average, these sapling size stands
contain from 800 to 1200 trees per acre. Biomass thinning will reduce that number to about 300 to 400
trees per acre. The intent of the biomass thinning is to provide healthy stand conditions during the growth
and development of immature stands and thinning these stands now will increase habitat diversity within
the project area. In areas where stand density provides the opportunity to safely place workers with hand
saws and room to work timber stand improvements will be used. Biomass treatment includes whole tree
removal.

Description of Land and Resource Management Plan Goals

Plan Goal 2 — A diversity of habitat will be provided for the full range of native and other desired species.
Sufficient amounts of interior or late-successional habitat as well as early successional habitat will be
provided to meet needs of all successional communities. Early successional habitat will be well
distributed in all forest types, elevations, aspects, and slopes including riparian corridors.

Plan Goal 3 — Enhance, restore, manage and create habitats as required for wildlife and plant
communities, including disturbance-dependent forest types.

Plan Goal 3, objective 3.6 — Within the first 10 years of Plan implementation restore oak or oak-pine
forests on 1,250 acres on the Chattahoochee.

Plan Goal 3, objective 3.7 — To maintain existing oak and oak-pine forests, reduce stem density on 5,500
acres on the Chattahoochee.

Plan Goal 4 — Maintain and restore natural communities in amounts, arrangements, and conditions
capable of supporting viable populations of existing native and desired nonnative plants, fish, and wildlife
species within the planning area.

Plan Goal 8 — Contribute to maintenance or restoration of native tree species whose role in forest
ecosystems: (a) has been reduced by past land use; or (b) is threatened by insects and disease, fire
exclusion, forest succession, or other factors.

Plan Goal 12 — Minimize adverse effects of invasive native and nonnative species. Control such species
where feasible and necessary to protect national forest resources.

Plan Goal 48, objective 48.2 — Periodically maintain roads under Forest Service jurisdiction to
maintenance level standards



East Nottley Watershed Project
Compartment 410 & 411
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ATTENTION

This product is reproduced from geospatial information prepared
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Sewvice. GIS data
and product accuracy may vary. They may be: developed from
sources of differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales,
based on modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being created
or revised, etc. Using GIS products for purposes other than those
for which they were created may yield inaccurate or misleading
results. The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update,
modily, or replace, GI'S products without notification. For more
information, contact the Blue Ridge Ranger Distict Office at

(706) 745- 6928.
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