Methow —Twisp River

Description: This area is all within the Twisp River corridor surrounded by wilderness
and nonwilderness roadless area. It is comprised of the Twisp River road system and
recreation facilities. These include 6 campgrounds, 1 horse camp, 9 trailheads and a
snowpark that are accessed by the road system. The invasive plant habitat is
predominantly in the bottom of the Twisp River and in the forest opening in the tributary
canyons. The North Lake, South Creek, Louis Lake, War Creek, and the Oval Lakes
trails are included within the treatment area. Invasive plant infestations are all located
within the road system and within the campgrounds and trailheads. Diffuse knapweed is
widely distributed throughout. There is a large gravel pit and gravel stockpile, also with
road access.

Infested acres: 35.7

Total acres: 28,390

5™ Field watershed: Twisp River HUC 1702000805

Major Streams and Waterbodies: Twisp River, War Creek

Elevation: 2300 to 8600 feet

Vegetation Type: Lodgepole pine, Douglas-fir, Ponderosa pine, Conifer mix, Montane
herbaceous opening/Subalpine fir/Parkland/High elevation herbaceous and shrub, and
Riparian and Deciduous on the Twisp River.

Soils: developed mainly from glacial activity (continental and alpine) and from volcanic
ash deposition on the surface; till left by the glaciers is generally coarse with soil textures
mostly sandy loams and loamy sands with rock fragment content from 15 to 65 percent
gravels, cobbles and stones.

Precipitation: 28-70 inches

Special Management Areas: 9 trail heads, 6 campgrounds, 1 horse camp, and 1 show
park

Recreation: developed and dispersed camping, hiking, outfitter-guiding

Grazing: None

TES, ISSSP Species: steelhead, bull trout, Chinook salmon

Other land Ownerships: Private

Vectors of spread: Vehicle traffic, recreational use, some wildlife spread.

Ongoing Treatments: The road system has been under an aggressive treatment
program for the past 12 years. Most of the knapweed continues to be treated by hand
pulling with a very dedicated local crew. The most troublesome patches and the gravel
pit are treated with herbicide. There are also small infestations of whitetop, oxeye daisy,
St. John’s wort that are being treated with herbicide where manual treatment is not
effective. Weed populations continue to be reduced.

Existing NEPA: Most of this treatment area is covered under the 2000 Okanogan
National Forest Integrated Weed Management EA.

IWM Strategy: Continue to reduce the reliance on the use of herbicide in this area to
maintain the competitive desirable nontarget species that add to the scenic quality of the
roadside environment. Continue the current successful IWM strategy of using a local
weed crew to pull the weeds each year under contract while using herbicide where
manual treatment is not effective. Treatment at the campgrounds and trailheads will
continue to be a priority to prevent the spread of weeds on roads by vehicles and on
trails by hikers/outfitters. Monitor for new invaders.

Existing Sites and Treatment Objectives
Species | Common name Infested | # of | Site Objective
Code acres sites | types




CADR whitetop 0.3 3 15,6 Eradication

CEDI3 diffuse knapweed 34.6 11 1,3,5,6 | Containment

CYOF Houndstongue 0.0 1 1 Eradication

HYPE St. Johnswort 0.4 4 1,6 Containment

LEVU oxeye daisy 0.5 6 1,5,6 Control/Suppression
TAVU common tansy 0.0 1 1 Control




