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REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest 

Forest-wide Invasive Plant Treatment Environmental Impact Statement 

Initial Scoping for Proposed Action 

Please respond by September 10, 2009 

 

 

Dear Planning Participant: 

 

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest invites you to comment on the proposed Okanogan-

Wenatchee National Forest – Forest-wide Invasive Species Treatment project.  The Forest 

proposes to treat 15,246 acres of known invasive plant occurrences on approximately 4 million 

acres of National Forest.  The proposal also includes treatment of an additional 16,448 acres 

associated with early detection of and rapid response to new and expanding invasive species 

infestations.  The proposed treatments include:  manual, mechanical, cultural, biological, and 

chemical methods.  Selection of treatment method would depend on the biology of the invasive 

species, its proximity to water and other sensitive resources (values at risk), the size of the 

infestation, and amended Forest Plan management direction.  A detailed project description is 

enclosed. 

 

Invasive plant management on the Forest is currently being accomplished under a number of 

existing noxious weed treatment documents and decisions.  Most treatment has been by manual 

and mechanical methods with limited effectiveness, except on the Okanogan portion of the 

Forest where more treatment in general, and with herbicides in particular, has been 

accomplished.  While some of the initial invasive plant infestations identified in the previously 

completed documents and decision have been successfully contained or controlled, many new 

infestations have appeared, and some existing infestations have expanded in size.  Most of the 

previous decision documents do not provide the ability to respond quickly to expanding or new 

infestations because the associated analyses and decisions only addressed infestations known at 

that time. 

 

In 2005, the Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Region completed and implemented the Pacific 

Northwest Region Invasive Plant Program Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and 

Record of Decision (ROD) providing new direction and updating the herbicides that are 

approved for use in the Pacific Northwest (Region 6).  The new herbicides offer many 

advantages over the more limited set allowed previously, including greater selectivity, reduced 

application rates, and lower toxicity to animals and people.  The treatments proposed in the 2010 

EIS will be guided by the Region 6 FEIS and ROD.   

 

The most useful comments to refining the proposed action or developing additional alternatives 

would be site-specific concerns and those that can help us develop treatments that would be 



 

 

responsive to our goal to control, contain, or eradicate invasive plants cost effectively.  

Prevention measures are already required under the Regional Invasive Plant Program Record of 

Decision (2005) and will be implemented with all actions occurring on the Forest.  The purpose 

of this proposed action is to provide a rapid and more comprehensive, up-to-date approach to 

control and eradicate invasive plants on the Forest.   

 

We want to be aware of and responsive to issues, comments, or concerns you may have specific 

to this project.  Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral and electronic comments concerning this 

action will be accepted until September 10, 2009.  Written comments should be submitted to:  

Jodi Leingang, Environmental Coordinator, Naches Ranger District, 10237 Highway 12, Naches 

WA  98942.  The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are 8:00 

AM to 4:30 PM Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  Comments can be faxed to (509) 

653-653-2638.  Electronic comment should be submitted as part of the actual e-mail message or 

as an attachment in Microsoft Word, rich text format or portable document format only and sent 

to okawen_forestwide_invasives_eis@fs.fed.us.  The proposed action is also posted on the 

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest web page at 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee/projects/invasive including a link to the electronic comments 

address.  If you need further information about this project please contact Jodi Leingang at (509) 

653-1450. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to review this project.  Your comments, concerns, and 

observations are important to the development of the final project. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

//s// 

REBECCA LOCKETT-HEATH 

Forest Supervisor 
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