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Forest Supervisors:  
  
Idaho Panhandle National Forest  
3815 Schreiber Way  
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho  83815  
  
Kootenai National Forest  
1101 Highway 2 West  
Libby, Montana   59923  
  
Lolo National Forest  
Building 24, Fort Missoula  
Missoula, Montana   59804‐7297  
  
  
Dear Ms. Pittman, Mr. Bradford and Ms. Austin:  
  
This document transmits the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) biological opinion on the 
U.S. Forest Service’s proposal to amend the Land and Resource Management Plans for the 
Kootenai National Forest, Idaho Panhandle National Forest, and Lolo National Forest (Forests) 
to address motorized access management within the Selkirk Mountains and Cabinet‐Yaak 
grizzly bear recovery zones and some adjacent areas.   
  
We received your request for formal consultation on December 21, 2010, along with the 
Forests’ biological assessment (U.S. Forest Service 2010) of the proposed amendments’ effects 
on the threatened grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horribilis) and the threatened bull trout (Salvelinus 
confluentus) and its critical habitat.  Pursuant to the requirements for initiating formal  
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consultation at 50 CFR 402.14(c), we subsequently requested corrections, clarifications, and 
additional information from the Forests.  We received the Forests’ complete response to our 
request on February 9, 2011 at which time formal consultation was initiated.  Additionally, 
corrections and clarifications were submitted by the Forests and received by the Service after 
that date.      
 
Our biological opinion is based on information provided in the Forests’ biological assessment 
(U.S. Forest Service 2010), supplemental information to the biological assessment, related 
Environmental Impact Statements, personal communications with Forest biologists, researchers 
and experts, and scientific literature, unpublished reports, field investigations, and other 
sources of information cited herein. This biological opinion was prepared in accordance with 
section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
  
We appreciate the close coordination and cooperation between my staff and yours on this 
project. If you have any questions, please contact me at 406 499 5225 extension 205. 
 
 
       Sincerely, 

                                                                                          
       R. Mark Wilson 
       Field Supervisor 
 
 
 
Cc: AES, R-6, MS 60120 (Attn:  Sarena Selbo) 
 USFWS, Idaho Ecological Services FO, Boise, ID (Attn:  Brian Kelly) 
 USFWS, Northern Idaho Ecological Services FO, Coeur d’Alene, ID (Attn:  Ben Conard) 
 Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Helena (Attn:  Director) 
 Idaho Fish and Game, Boise, ID (Attn:  Director) 
 USFWS Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator’s Office, Missoula  (Attn:  Chris Servheen) 
 USFWS , Libby  (Attention:  Wayne Kasworm) 
 Idaho Fish and Game, Wayne Wakkinen, Bonner’s Ferry, ID 
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