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Dear Citizen: 
 
 
We are pleased to present the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (Final 
SEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) for the Forest Plan Amendments for Motorized Access 
Management within the Selkirk/Cabinet-Yaak Grizzly Bear Recovery Zones on the 
Kootenai, Lolo and Idaho Panhandle National Forests, hereafter referred to as the Access 
Amendment. The analysis for this Final SEIS supplements the 2002 Final EIS and 2004 Record 
of Decision that was provided to the public. 
 
It is our decision to select for implementation Alternative E Updated as described within 
the Final SEIS.  Our selected alternative amends the Kootenai, Lolo, and Idaho Panhandle 
forest plans to include new wheeled motorized access standards within the Cabinet-Yaak and 
Selkirk Recovery Zones bear management units (BMUs) along with administrative use levels 
and timelines for implementation.  Alternative E Updated also sets linear miles of open and total 
road standards for areas outside the recovery zones that are experiencing recurring use by 
grizzly bears. 
 
If you commented on the Draft SEIS, thank you for taking the time to do so.  You will find our 
responses to your comments in Appendix D of the Final SEIS. 
 
This decision is subject to administrative review (appeal) pursuant to the Optional Appeal 
Procedures Available During the Planning Rule Transition Period.  Appeals must be submitted 
within 45 days following publication of the notice of this decision in the following newspapers:  1) 
Coeur d’Alene Press, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho; 2) Daily Inter Lake, Kalispell, Montana; and 3) 
Missoulian, Missoula Montana.  The day after the published notices is the first day of the appeal 
period.  Send printed appeals to: 
 

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region 
Attn: Appeals Deciding Officer 

P.O. Box 7669 
Missoula, MT  59807 

 
It is the responsibility of those who appeal this decision to provide sufficient written evidence 
and rationale to show why our decision should be changed or reversed. Appeals must meet the 
content requirements of the Optional Appeal Procedures, which state: 
 

• The document is a notice of appeal filed pursuant to 36 CFR 219.35, Appendix A; 
• List the name, address, and telephone number of the appellant; 
• Identify the decision about which the requester objects; 
• Identify the document in which the decision is contained by title and subject, date of the 

decision, and name and title of the Responsible Official(s); 
• Identify specifically that portion of the decision or decision document to which the 

requester objects; 
• State the reasons for objecting, including issues of fact, law, regulation, or policy, and, if 

applicable, specifically how the decision violates law, regulation, or policy; and, 



 

 

• Identify the specific change(s) in the decision that the appellant seeks. 
 
Electronic appeals must be submitted to: appeals-northern-regional-office@fs.fed.us.  The 
subject line should contain the name of the project being appealed. Acceptable electronic 
formats include MS Word or rich text format (.rtf). For electronically mailed comments, the 
sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement from the agency as 
confirmation of receipt.  If the sender does not receive an automated acknowledgement of the 
receipt of comments, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely receipt by other means. 
 
The Final Supplemental EIS and this Record of Decision are available on the Forest Service 
website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/project_content.php?project=24882. 
 
For additional information concerning this decision, please contact:  Karl Dekome, 3815 
Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 or call (208) 765-7479. 
 
Thank you for your participation in this Forest Plan amendment process. 
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