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Appendix A 

Cumulative Effects:  Past, Present and Reasonably Foreseeable Projects 
 

This list was developed for those past, present, ongoing, and foreseeable future activities in Beaver Creek, 

Upper Big Creek, Little Marble Creek-Big Creek, Logan Creek, and Headwaters Big Creek 6
th

 order 

hydrologic units.  Some of the activities listed in the table may be outside the cumulative impact areas 

analyzed and therefore may not be considered in every resource specific analysis.  Conversely, some 

cumulative impact analysis areas may extend well past the project area boundary and would have additional 

activities specified in the technical report.  Table A-1, A-2, and A-3, list all potential activities that may 

need to be considered in resource specific cumulative effects analysis within the project area.   

 

In the case of past activities, the impacts of any given action are difficult to impossible to individually 

quantify and disclose.  There are many reasons for this including:  inconsistent data collection methodology 

in earlier days, data that has become lost or missing over time, and the lack of data in the case of unplanned 

events (wildfire).  Therefore, this analysis does not attempt to quantify specific impacts for each past 

activity.  Rather, the most current and scientifically accurate data available was used to identify the existing 

conditions for each resource evaluated.  It is assumed that although the incremental impacts of each past 

activity are not known, the existing condition is representative of those past activities.  Individual resource 

areas would discuss, if appropriate, the incremental effects past activities may have had.    

 

The temporal scope of analysis for cumulative effects includes past, present, and future actions and their 

effects on each resource.  For the purpose of this analysis, the temporal scope will look approximately three 

years into the future, because this is the length of the proposed action.  The assessment of future actions is 

limited to actions that are reasonably foreseeable.  Sources for foreseeable future projects included the 

current Payette National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) (April 2011- March 2012) and the 

Five Year Action Plan developed for project planning of fuels and vegetation projects on the Payette 

National Forest. 

 

Table A-1 – Cumulative Effects:  Past Activities.   

Past Action Description Year Acres 

Resources 

Affected 

Wildland Fire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilderness Complex 1986 1,730 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Hand Creek 1989 1,531 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Marble Mountain 1990 175 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Chicken Complex 1994 778 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Little Marble 1995 437 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Rock Rabbit 1998 1,699 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Ramey 1999 200 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Diamond Point Complex 2000 4,956 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Marble Creek 2003 5,377 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Missouri Ridge 2005 113 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

West Fork / Joe Creek 2005 14,137 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils, 

Wildlife 

Wolf Fang 2005 363 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 
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Past Action Description Year Acres 

Resources 

Affected 

 

Wildland Fire 

Placer Creek 2006 21 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Razor 2006 5 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Twin Lakes 2006 55 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Goat WFU 2007 280 Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Golden Hand Mine First development occurred on small 

veins on the north side of Coin Creek 

and approx. $1200.00 in gold was 

produced.  Production from 1932-34 

totaled 1,368 ounces of gold and 301 

ounces of silver.  Production ended in 

1941. Since 1941 exploration and 

development has been limited to 

geologic mapping, surface and 

underground sampling, and 

construction of dozer trench on several 

of the Golden Hand Claims.  Mining-

related activities were authorized by 

the Forest Service until 1984.  Those 

past authorized activities included 

clearing roads to allow vehicle access, 

recovery of gold bearing material hand 

tools and hand operated rocker box, 

cleaning out caved adits, exploratory 

drilling, and soil sampling.  Most of 

the activity proposed from 1979 to 

1984 was not implemented.  

Infrastructure on-site includes 

underground mine workings, mill 

(ruins), and a bunkhouse.  

1889-

1984 

 Cultural Resources, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Scenic 

Environment, 

Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils, 

Minerals and 

Geology 

New Snowbird Mine 

& McCrae Mill 

Tungsten mine/mill with moderate 

production.   CERCLA removal action 

by FS in 1998. 

1954-

1957 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Independence Mine One ton ore produced. Pre -

1910 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Golden Cup Mine No production.   Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Sunday Mine Around 10,000 tons of ore estimated 

to have been milled. 

Pre- 

1940’s 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology, 

Wildlife, Noxious 

Weeds, Roadless, 

Scenic 

Environment 

Werdenhoff Mine Minor production. 1927-

1934 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, Wildlife, 

Scenic 
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Past Action Description Year Acres 

Resources 

Affected 

Environment 

Ludwig Mine A few tons of tungsten ore produced. 1902-

1930s 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Moscow Mine 

 

Minor production. 1903- 

late 

1930’s 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table A-2 – Cumulative Effects:  Present and/or Ongoing Activities.   

Present and/or 

Ongoing Action Description Year 

Acres / 

Miles 

Resources 

Affected 

Road Maintenance  - 

All 

 

 
Performed by Forest 

Service, County, Private 
Landowners, other 

members of the public. 

Profile Gap Road (50340) and the road 

to the Big Creek Trailhead are 

currently maintained by the county 

under a cooperative agreement, both 

roads are on an annual or biannual 

maintenance schedule.  Road 

maintenance activities include blading, 

slough removal, and culvert cleaning.  

Smith Creek and Pueblo Summit 

Roads have not received any 

maintenance for years. Assumed 

private landowners on private lands 

keep roads open and maintained to 

meet their needs. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Roads & 

Access Mgmt, 

Wildlife, Noxious 

Weeds, Roadless 

Travel Management 

Plan – Snow Free 

Travel Management Plan (Snow Free) 

for Krassel and McCall Ranger 

Districts.  ROD completed in 2008.  

Ford of Big Creek scheduled to be 

bridged. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, 

Water Diversion 

Special Use  

Eight permitted water diversions Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries 

Hydroelectric Project 

Special Use 

Four permitted hydroelectric projects.  

Permitting of three residential, small-

scale hydroelectric operations (0.4 to 

0.9 CFS).  One hydroelectric operation 

at Big Creek Lodge. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries 

Big Creek Lodge 

Special Use 

Resort Special Use Permit.  Lodge was 

burned and one guest cabin currently 

remains. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Noxious 

Weeds, Wildlife, 

Roadless, Scenic 

Environment 

Radio Service 

Special Use 

One private mobile radio service 

permit with the State of Idaho. 

Ongoing  None 

Road Easements 

Special Use 

Two permitted road easements Ongoing  None 

Big Creek Airstrip 

Operations & 

Special Use Permit with Idaho 

Transportation Department for 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Noxious Weeds, 
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Present and/or 

Ongoing Action Description Year 

Acres / 

Miles 

Resources 

Affected 

Maintenance Special 

Use 

operation and maintenance of grass 

airstrip. 

Wildlife, Roadless, 

Scenic 

Environment 

Big Creek Guard 

Station Operations 

and Maintenance 

Operation of the National Forest 

administered site. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Wildlife, Roadless, 

Scenic 

Environment 

Outfitter and Guide 

Operations 

One outfitter and guide camp at the 

headwater of Mulligan Creek within 

Big Creek Lodge operating area.  The 

entire area is part of two different 

outfitter and guide operations include 

17, 117 acres of Big Creek Lodge 

operating area and 10, 811 acres of Elk 

Springs operating area.  Activities 

include long term temporary camps, 

use of pack stock. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, 

Wilderness, 

Botanical 

Resources 

 

Trail Maintenance  

Several of these trails are maintained 

annually to include Chamberlain, 

Mosquito Ridge, Beaver Creek and 

Big Creek trails.  Several other trails in 

the area are maintained bi-annually 

including Ramey Ridge, Pueblo 

Summit, and South Fork Chamberlain 

Creek.  The other trails in the area are 

maintained less frequently.  Trail 

maintenance activities include removal 

of downfall, constructing water bars 

for drainage improvement, and brush 

removal.  Trail heads require less 

frequent maintenance which mainly 

consists of improving signage.  

Registration cards are collected from 

boxes at trailheads regularly during the 

accessible season.  

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, 

Wilderness, 

Wildlife, Botanical 

Resources, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless 

#001 Chamberlain Ongoing 13.9 

#003 Mosquito 

Ridge 

Ongoing 3.2 

#004 Cougar Basin Ongoing 4.4 

#006 Ramey Ridge Ongoing 5 

#007 McCalla Creek Ongoing 0.1 

#008 Rock Rabbit Ongoing 1.3 

#013 Pueblo Summit Ongoing 4.1 

#014 Boulder Creek Ongoing 3.7 

#015 Crane 

Meadows 

Ongoing 2.8 

#016 Beaver Creek Ongoing 5.2 

#019 S F 

Chamberlain Crk 

Ongoing 2.1 

#065 Center 

Mountain 

Ongoing 2.9 

#194 Smith Creek Ongoing 4.9 

#196 Big Creek Ongoing 3.4 

#207 Estep Ongoing 3.8 

#233 Ramey Ridge 

Cutoff 

Ongoing 2.7 

Fourth of July Mine Approved plan of operations (1989) 

for small mine in the Government 

Creek drainage.  Sporadic operation 

over the past 12 years. 

Past and 

Ongoing 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Velvet Quartz Mine Approved plan of operation (1984).  

One or two person operation produces 

at most only a few tons of ore 

annually. 

Past and 

Ongoing 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Minerals 

and Geology 

Big Creek Airport 

Campground 

Operations and 

Maintenance 

Operation and maintenance of 

National Forest campground site at the 

Big Creek Airport. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, Scenic 

Environment 

Noxious Weed 

Control 

Treatment of noxious weeds occurs 

yearly throughout the area.  

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Wildlife, 
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Present and/or 

Ongoing Action Description Year 

Acres / 

Miles 

Resources 

Affected 

Treatments include chemical spraying 

and pulling.  Main areas of treatment:  

Chamberlain area, Beaver Creek, and 

Big Creek trails, and along road access 

areas. 

Botanical 

Resources, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless 

Firewood Harvest Removal of firewood for non-

commercial use.  Adhere to general 

permit requirements for the Payette 

National Forest 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Wildlife, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, Scenic 

Environment 

Fish Habitat 

Sampling  

Fish habitat and population sampling, 

and riparian area sampling is occurring 

annually and is multi-agency in scope. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Wildlife 

Subdivison and 

Residential 

Development of 

Private Land 

Development on private lands must 

meet county regulations. 

Ongoing  Roadless, Noxious 

Weeds, Scenic 

Environment, 

Wildlife, Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Water Diversions / 

Withdrawals 

Unknown amount of water diverted 

from water diversions on private land. 

Ongoing  Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Tourist/Guest Ranch 

Business 

Unknown amount of tourist-related 

business located on private lands 

Ongoing  Roadless 

Recreational Use Camping, hiking, backpacking, riding, 

fishing, hunting, sightseeing and 

associated activities. 

Ongoing  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, 

Wilderness, 

Wildlife, Botanical 

Resources, 

Roadless 

Timber Harvest Small scale harvest of trees off private 

land generally for personal use. 

Ongoing  Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, Scenic 

Environment, 

Fisheries, Wildlife, 

Watershed/Soils 

Noxious Weed 

Control, Private 

Lands 

Localized and limited on private lands.  

Methods probably include spraying 

and pulling. 

Ongoing  Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, 

Fisheries, 

Watershed/Soils 

Mining on Patented 

Land 

Campbird Mine located on private 

land along Logan Creek.  Outside of 

maintenance, this mine has seen little 

activity in past 30 years. 

 

Walker Millsite located on private land 

along Logan Creek.  Plan of 

operations approved in 1990 includes 

50 ton per day ball mill and gravity 

milling process; a 50' by 100' by 8' 

deep tailings impoundment, 1000' of 

access road; a water transmission line, 

and explosives magazine.  Mill is now 

located on private land and millsite on 

NFS land is reclaimed. 

Past and 

Ongoing 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Mining, Fisheries, 

Wildlife 

Legal Hunting Hunting of legal game animals 

regulated by the State of Idaho. 

Ongoing  Wildlife, Roadless 
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Present and/or 

Ongoing Action Description Year 

Acres / 

Miles 

Resources 

Affected 

Legal Fishing Angling of legal game animals 

regulated by the State of Idaho. 

Ongoing  Fisheries, Roadless 

Legal Trapping Trapping as regulated by the State of 

Idaho. 

Ongoing  Wildlife, Roadless 

Tribal Subsistence 

and Ceremonial 

Activities 

Nez Perce Tribe subsistence and 

ceremonial activities. 

Ongoing  Roadless, Wildlife 

Big Creek Bridge 

Construction & Ford 

Rehabilitation 

Replace the ford of Big Creek by 

constructing a bridge.  Activities will 

include 600 feet of new road 

construction to connect bridge to two 

existing roads, 600 feet of road 

decommissioning, and restoring 0.45 

acres of riparian area. 

2011-

2012 

 Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table A-3 – Cumulative Effects:  Foreseeable Future Activities.   

Foreseeable Future 

Action Description Year 

Acres / 

Miles 

Resources 

Affected 

Big Creek Fuels 

Reduction Project 

Create an area of reduced  wildfire risk 

and fire severity/intensity on NFS lands 

around Edwardsburg and private 

property using commercial timber 

harvest, understory treatment, and 

prescribed burning. 

  Watershed/Soils, 

Fisheries, Wildlife, 

Noxious Weeds, 

Roadless, Scenic 

Environment 
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Figure A-1 
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Figure A-2 

 
 


