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February 20, 2012

Kendall Clark, Carson Forest Supervisor
208 Cruz Alta Road
Taos, New Mexico 87571

Re: DEIS- Taos Ski Valley 2010 Master Development Plan-proposal action; NMDGF No. 14862
Dear Ms. Clark,

In response to your letter dated 9 January 2012 regarding the above referenced project, the
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (Department) has reviewed the Draft EIS. The
Department made recommendations and stated specific concerns regarding possible effects to
wildlife in a letter dated 13 January 2011 (NMDGF No. 13877). The Department appreciates
being included in the scoping and analysis of issues for the Taos Ski Valley's (TSV) Master
Development Plan.

You have chosen preferred alternative 2 within the Draft EIS. Of the activities which may affect
wildlife within the Special Use Permit (SUP) boundary of TSV, the prospect of increased access
to high elevation wilderness by the public was most concerning to the Department. Our review
of the proposed action shows that the addition of two new lifts (Main Street to Kachina Peak and
Ridge Lift to West Basin) are included in this alternative. Although neither of these locations are
considered critical habitat for species of concern or forest sensitive species during the winter
months of operation, use during the summer months could negatively impact wildlife.

Current access by the public is limited to those who choose to walk to the high tundra areas
within the Wheeler Peak Wilderness. Rocky Mountain big horn sheep (State of New Mexico
game species and SGCN, and USFS sensitive species) use the area from Lake Fork Peak to
Kachina Peak. An increase in human visitors could change both the behavior and the habitat of
Rocky Mountain big horn sheep within this delicate tundra habitat. Other species such as White-
tailed Ptarmigan and Peregrine Falcon could be negatively affected by installation and operation
of these lifts during summer months.

For the reasons described in our 13 January 2011 letter and reiterated above, the Department
would prefer Alternative 3. Replacing existing lifts and implementation of “glading” both the
Minnesota and Wild West Glades should be done following the Departments recommendations
regarding effects on wildlife described in our previous response.
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For more information on listed and other species of concern, contact the following sources:

1. BISON-M Species Accounts, Searches, and County lists: www.bison-m.org
2. Habitat Handbook Project Guidelines:

wildlife.state.nm.us/conservation/habitat _handbook/index.htm
3. For custom, site-specific database searches on plants and wildlife, go to nhnm.unm.edu,
then go to Data, then to Free On-Line Data, and follow the directions
4. New Mexico State Forestry Division (505-476-3334) or nmrareplants.unm.edu/index.html|
for state-listed plants
5. For the most current listing of federally listed species always check the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service at (505-346-2525) or www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/SBC.cfm.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on your project. If you have any
questions, please contact Scott Draney, Northeast Area Habitat Specialist at (505) 751-4738 or
scott. draney@state.nm.us.

Sincer

att Wunder, Ph.D.
Chief, Conservation Services Division
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