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April 3, 2016 
 
 
 
Matt Janowiak, District Ranger 
U.S. Forest Service – Columbine Ranger District 
PO Box 439 
Bayfield CO 81122 
 
Via email – comments-rocy-mountain-san-juan-columbine@fs.fed.us 
 
RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement Weminuche Landscape Grazing Analysis 
 
 
Dear Mr. Janowiak: 
 
The Colorado Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) and Colorado Public Lands Council (PLC) supports Alternative 
4 with the inclusion of forage reserves and increased flexibility for restocking and expansion when supported by 
adequate forage and vegetative conditions.  CCA and PLC appreciates the process and careful consideration of 
the science and management applications in developing the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 
 
The CCA is the nation’s oldest cattlemen’s association, represents Colorado’s more than 14,000 beef producers 
and has over 40 affiliates.  CCA’s membership consists of many BLM permittees and CCA has been a leader 
and strong advocate for public lands grazing.  The PLC represents livestock ranchers who use public lands, 
preserving the natural resources and unique heritage of the West.  PLC’s membership consists of cattle and 
sheep producers throughout Colorado who graze public lands.   
 
CCA and PLC do have concerns that the DEIS ultimately will impede sustainable livestock grazing, specifically 
for sheep, due to the presence of Bighorn Sheep.  Rather, CCA and PLC support the perspectives of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife CPW in managing Bighorn Sheep by minimizing direct contact through alternative 
management strategies beyond removal of domestic sheep.  Again, CCA and PLC do not support the “zero risk” 
approach that is conveyed in the DEIS through an absolute contact free approach. 
 
We appreciate that Alternative 4 maintains the seven vacant allotments to remain vacant rather than close these 
allotments (previously the preferred option in the 2012 EA). However, concern exists with the complexity to 
implementing the use of these allotments when needed.  A streamlined, yet well thought, out approach to 
utilization of these allotments needs to be implemented.  
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