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Dear Sir:

 On behalf of the La Plata-Archuleta Cattlemen’s Association, we appreciate the opportunity 
to review the draft EIS for the Weminuche Landscape Grazing Analysis and allow us to 
provide comments for your consideration.  In our Association bylaws our stated objective shall
 be to promote and protect the interests of those engaged in the cattle business;  to encourage 
the enactment of legislation tending to stimulate, encourage and protect the agricultural 
industry specifically cattle, and to improve the financial well-being of the industry. So yes, our
 specific focus is for beef cattle; but our broader view for meat production and agriculture is 
very important. We stand with the sheep growers.

 It is with pleasure we read a stark contrast between the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) 
we made comment to in June, 2014 and today’s DEIS. Removed from today’s analysis is the 
“sunset clause”, closure of vacant allotments, inadequate socio-economic review and incorrect
 observation for food production needs for future generations.  We appreciate that skepticism 
has been replaced with optimism that modern man will discover the antidote against disease 
transmission between domestic and wild sheep.

 It is with pleasure that we feel we have been heard after placing our initial comment for the 
Weminuche Wilderness landscape. We appreciate the 45-day comment period and during a 
time when people who work in agriculture have the most time to read and respond. We 
appreciate the public meeting you conducted on March 12, 2016 in which your staff was 
available to provide information and answer questions. More importantly the public meeting 
brings together interested people with opposing views and with your staff facilitates 
relationship building that enhances discussion and understanding.

 We appreciate the need for adaptive management. The boundary adjustments made in 
Alternative 4, the preferred alternative seem reasonable. With the knowledge we have the 
required monitoring and sites are reasonable.

 The design criteria for the Preferred Alternative 4 seem realistic. However in Chapter 2-
Alternatives, page 59 succeeding the Noxious Plants/Invasive Species design criteria there 
mentions a third recommendation that any equipment used in the transport of livestock, 
including horse trailers and stock trucks should be washed before coming onto the allotment if
 they have been used in areas where noxious plants were present.  We are not aware this 
recommendation has been made in previous forest planning documents. Is it your concern that 
a weed seed can become detached from inside the thread of tires onto a gravel road where the 
seed is likely pulverized before it has a chance to be a plant? While the first two 
recommendations are reasonable, this recommendation seems nearly impossible for the 
permittee to surmise and for forest managers to enforce. Furthermore, we are not aware other 
forest users driving vehicles/pulling trailers on USFS roads are requested the same.
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 We appreciate that Alternative 4 maintains the seven vacant allotments to remain vacant 
rather than close these allotments (previously the preferred option in the 2012 EA). However, 
there is apprehension for the restocking requirements for these vacant allotments. The 
requirements are cost-prohibitive; NEPA analysis, aerial surveys, staff time to determine other
 compliance. The requirements will zero-out any value to transition a vacant allotment to an 
active allotment.

 What is absent in Alternative 4 is a tool that allows for adaptive management to be the best 
strategy it can be for grazing in the Weminuche Wilderness. The missing tool is designated 
forage reserve(s). In your Alternative 3 it is favorably described to allow managers greater 
flexibility in implementing practices to help achieve desired conditions. With weather there is 
no compromise; we are all humbled and are better characters for it. Extended drought 
conditions in our region continue uncertainty. Short term decision-making and flexibility 
requires that forage reserves be in the tool box.

Cave Basin is the logical forage reserve for cattle on this landscape as you propose in 
Alternative 3. On page 98 it states “cows tend to wallow and graze in riparian areas”. Cows 
don’t wallow; bears wallow. Cows do graze in riparian areas. We agree with your words in the
 same paragraph that supports the Cave Basin Allotment to be a cattle forage reserve that says 
“Specific Design Criteria and adaptive management options would minimize these concerns”. 
 

 Again on page 98, it states that portions of Rock Creek, Johnson Creek and Leviathan 
Allotments would become sheep grazing forage reserves under Alternative 3. Why is this 
strategy viewed favorably as a short-term adaptive management tool in Alternative 3; not 
incorporated into Alternative 4? We do not understand. Please consider forage reserves to 
provide short-term management flexibility.

 On pages 4-6 it states that the highest stocking rates for sheep and goats on the Columbine 
and Pagosa District on the San Juan National Forest was 198,400 head recorded in 1920. By 
2013 permitted sheep numbers is 6,100; actual use (five-year average) is 3,550. On pages 48-
49, Table 2-2 provides rationale for allotment boundary adjustments & status 
recommendations. How can the rationale for the vacant allotments be that there is little 
suitable forage given the historically low numbers permitted today? What were 198,400 sheep
 and goats grazing in 1920?

 The La Plata-Archuleta Cattlemen’s Association recognize your challenge to consider all 
aspects of the Weminuche Wilderness and that livestock grazing is one part. We want to 
believe everyone at the discussion table is well-intended and want what’s best for this 
landscape that serves multiple uses.

 Sincerely,

 Wayne Semler, President
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