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March 5, 2016
To: USDA, Forest Service Columbine Ranger District
RE: Weminuche Landscape Grazing Analysis

As an owner of numerous high mountain parcels in the San Juan Mountains, including Palmetto
Gulch and Engineer Pass, | will provide my input with my first hand knowledge/observations.

Soil/Water impacts: Sheep continually tear up the soil. Several instances where there were green
meadows are now "littered" with mud bogs. Horses also leave heavy imprinted hoof prints
behind, which take several years for the plants to re-grow. Sheep poop makes it's way into any
and all streams and water ways, thus possibly contributing to a number of viruses, ie. Giardia

Vegetation Impacts: Flowers are rarely seen as the sheep continually eat this vegetation to the
ground leaving only "stubbled" plants behind. What at times are meadows of colorful flowers
are now gnawed down and trampled greenery. There is No positive impact on the plants with

grazing. Contrary to inaccurate claims, the plants do Not grow back faster.

Recreational Experience Impacts: At times sheep scatter the entire landscape. Native animals
(except birds) are NOT seen in the presence of the sheep and the sheep dogs. Sheep herders
camps, tents, etc. also put but a blight on the scenery. | have come close to a sheep dog once. If
| remember correctly it ran towards me and then turned around. Physical confrontations with
sheep dogs are unneeded.

Wildlife Impacts: As stated above, | do not see/notice wildlife (except birds) in the vicinity of
sheep and sheep dogs. They have obviously been chased off or scared underground.

Socio-economic Impacts: The money that the government receives from grazing leases is
minute as compared to the tourist impact for the wilderness experience. It is my opinion tourists
do not want to hike through a flock of sheep, have the views lettered with flocks of sheeh nor
have to drive through them. If the landowners want to keep sheep off of their land they must put
up fences. These fences will destroy the scenic environment. Fences are nearly cost prohibitive.
If the Forest Service/BLM would like to pay all or the majority of the fencing costs | would be
willing to that aspect.

Therefore, in my opinion Alt. 1, No Livestock grazing, is the only alternative for the
Weminuche Wilderness and the San Juan Mountains. The multiple Use Sustained Yield Act,
1960 is out dated and needs to be overhauled or completely done away with.

Thanks,

Kent Taylor.
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