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INTRODUCTION  

The Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District (ACWRD) is seeking your comments on a 

revised proposal and alternatives for the Butler Hollow Project.  The purpose of this package is 

to inform interested and affected parties of these amendments to the proposed management 

activities and to solicit public comments on the revised proposal and the alternatives.   

The district will be preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for this project in compliance 

with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant federal and state laws 

and regulations.  Once completed, this EA will disclose the direct, indirect, and cumulative 

environmental impacts that would result from implementing the proposed action or an 

alternative.  It will also provide the supporting information for a determination to prepare either 

an Environmental Impact Statement or a Finding of No Significant Impact.   

This document summarizes the Butler Hollow Project proposal, as amended, and the alternatives 

with the intent to provide interested and affected parties pertinent information that can be used to 

respond to this proposal during this 30-day comment period.  Public involvement is an integral 

part of the EA process, and comments received will assist the interdisciplinary team in 

identifying issues and concerns that need to be considered during the analysis process.   

The ACWRD is proposing this action for the purposes of restoring native plant communities and 

improving forest health conditions while providing a variety of dispersed recreational uses and 

timber products.  This project is needed to address declines in native plant communities and 

forest health.  The primary objective of the project is to restore altered natural communities to 

their desired condition.   Forest health would be improved by cutting aging timber that is 

susceptible to decline, and removing undesirable and non-native plant species.  A combination of 

commercial harvest, non-commercial treatments, and prescribed fire would be used to move the 

area toward the desired condition.  Depending on the alternative that is selected, restoration 

activities may include various commercial and non-commercial vegetation management 

strategies in hardwoods, pine, and cedar; riparian plantings; and prescribed burning.  These 

treatments would assist in re-establishing structural variability of natural communities in the 

project area.   

The Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs District Ranger is using the discretion given to the 

Responsible Official by 36 CFR 218.24(a)(2) in determining that this is the most effective time 

to provide notice of the opportunity to comment under 36 CFR 218.22.  An environmental 

analysis and a draft decision are expected to be released to the public during October 2015, and a 

final decision is expected to be rendered by January 2016.   

LOCATION , SETTING AND BACKGROUND  

Location 

The Butler Hollow Project is located on approximately 18,181 acres of National Forest System 

(NFS) lands on the Cassville Unit of the Mark Twain National Forest (MTNF).   

The legal description for the NFS lands is T21N, R26W, Sections 6, 17-20, 29-30; T21N, R27W, 

Sections 1-5, 7-30; and T22N, R26W, Sections 18-20, 29-33 in Barry County, Missouri.  The 

project area is located about six miles south of Cassville, Missouri.  It is bounded on the northern 
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edge by Roaring River State Park and State Highway 86.  Highway 86 also forms the eastern 

project boundary until it intersects with the Sugar Camp National Scenic Byway near Eagle 

Rock, Missouri.  The project boundary then extends south, following the White River upstream 

to the Missouri-Arkansas state line.  The southern project boundary is the southern edge of the 

Cassville Unit along the Missouri-Arkansas state line.  The western project boundary is the 

western edge of the Cassville Unit.   

Setting 

The project area lies within the White River Hills subsection of the Ozark Highlands State 

Natural Division.  Greater than 95% of the area is classified as the White River Dolomite 

Glade/Oak Woodland Rugged Hills and Knobs Landtype Association (LTA) (OZ4a).  The 

topography of this LTA is characterized by the hills and knobs surrounding Table Rock Lake and 

the James River.  The terrain is very rugged with bald knobs and long narrow ridges.  The ridges 

are capped with Mississippian limestone residuum that grades into steep sideslopes on Jefferson 

City-Cotter Dolomite.  Local relief is 250-600 feet.  Both rare and endemic plant and animal 

species are found in the dolomite glade/woodland complexes represented in the project area.  

This LTA contains large expanses of NFS lands and State of Missouri lands.  Other primary land 

uses include pasturing and row-cropping.  Less than 5% of the project area is classified as the 

Shell Knob Dolomite Glade/Oak Woodland Basin LTA (OZ4b).  This LTA is atypical for the 

region and consists of a low-relief basin at the western end of Table Rock Lake.  Local relief 

boundaries are drawn at less than 150 feet.  The local terrain is characterized by smooth to 

substantially rolling landscapes with isolated knobs denoting the higher elevations.  Most of the 

gentler landscape has been recruited for use as pasture while the hilly areas are primarily glades, 

open woodlands, or dense second-growth timber.  Much of this land is in private ownership and 

is primarily used for recreation activities (Nigh & Schroeder 2002, Missouri Department of 

Conservation, Atlas of Missouri Ecoregions). 

The dominant soil types in the project area are somewhat excessively drained to well drained 

Paleudults and Paleudalfs on ridges and side slopes; the moderately well drained Fragiudults on 

slopes; the somewhat excessively drained, shallow Hapludolls and areas of rock outcrop on 

steep, dissected landscapes; and the Udifluvents on flood plains and Hapludalfs on terraces in 

stream valleys.  The dominant soil mapping units are the Hailey-Rock outcrop-Moko complex 

(22%), with 35 to 60 percent slopes; the Gatewood-Moko complex (15%), with15 to 35 percent 

slopes; and the Clarksville-Rock outcrop-Moko complex (13%), with 35 to 60 percent slopes.   

The region is characterized by a well-developed karst terrain with many caves, springs, 

sinkholes, and gaining and losing streams.  Project area lands are drained by tributaries of the 

White River, including Butler Creek, Roaring River, Cedar Creek and several other small and 

unnamed streams that are part of the Beaver Reservoir Watershed (HUC unit 11010001) which 

includes Beaver Lake, upstream in Arkansas, and Table Rock Lake, downstream in Missouri.  

From Table Rock Lake, the White River flows east into Bull Shoals Lake (HUC 11010003), then 

east and south into the Middle White River watershed (HUC 11010004) in Arkansas.   

Background 

White oak and post oak were the dominant tree species in the project area at the time of 

European settlement.  Other hardwood species, eastern redcedar and shortleaf pine were present 

as lesser components.  Fire, whether natural or started by Native Americans, occurred on average 

every 3 years and ranged to 20 years (Guyette 1982).  Periodic fire was instrumental in 
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maintaining open woodlands and glades in the area.  Most of the area was logged around the turn 

of the 20th century, and much of the pine and white oak was removed.  Open-range grazing was 

the primary land use during the years following.  Burning was frequently done to promote the 

growth of grasses and remove brush.  The Forest Service acquired lands in the project area 

during the late 1930ôs and 1940ôs and agricultural practices, including burning, were 

discontinued.  The existing forest is represented by second growth timber that grew since Forest 

Service acquisition of the land.  Although white oak and post oak are still present, they are no 

longer the dominant species.  Eastern redcedar, black oak, and red oak as well as other non-oak 

hardwoods have become prominent parts of the forest.   

The project area is located within the bounds of the Roaring River Conservation Opportunity 

Area, which has been identified as an area of ecological concern by the Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC).  The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the Nature 

Conservancy, MDC, and several adjoining private landowners expressed interest as land 

restoration partners in this project.  A smaller area within the conservation opportunity area has 

been identified as a glade and woodland restoration initiative area, which could be defined as an 

area most valuable to restore.  The Butler Hollow Project lies entirely within this initiative area.  

Much of the glades and surrounding open woodlands have become overgrown, and restoration of 

these lands is deemed desirable and achievable.  Feasibility of the proposed restoration has been 

demonstrated by recent work completed in the Roaring River portion of the project area.  The 

glades and open woodlands provide habitat for several species of rare plants and animals that are 

found only in similar areas.  Like many land management projects, particularly restoration work, 

this could be a long-term project that would take several decades to reach the desired conditions 

depending on the alternative selected.   

Additionally, tree stress in the project area has increased in recent years due to drought, late 

frosts, ice storms, and recurring outbreaks of defoliating insects.  Older, suppressed, and 

otherwise weakened trees have become susceptible to additional stress agents such as root rots, 

insect borers, and fungal cankers.  The combination of these factors contributes to decline and 

eventual death of trees that could otherwise withstand these factors individually, and is called 

oak decline.  Much of the red oak group (black and scarlet oaks) in the area originated with the 

abandonment of the agricultural practices and rural development of the early 1900ôs.  

Consequently, most timber stands are approaching or are beyond the average maximum age limit 

for the red oak group, which is around 80-90 years old.  This advanced age makes the red oak 

group more susceptible to decline than trees of the white oak or pine groups that tend to live 

much longer.  Since red and black oaks are major components of these forest communities, much 

of the project area is susceptible to decline.  More recently, a decline of white oaks has been 

noticed and needs to be monitored for potential further development.  Whether the cause of the 

decline is a pathological or physiological disease is not yet known, but the causes for decline of 

white oaks appear to be different than for red oaks. 

FOREST PLAN GOALS, DIRECTION AND DESIRED CONDITIONS  
The 2005 Land and Resource Management Plan (2005 Forest Plan) provides a programmatic 

framework regarding allocation of land and the measures necessary to protect National Forest 

resources.  It describes how different areas of the MTNF should be managed and what resources 

should be provided by these lands now and in the future.  The Forest Plan Final Environmental 

Impact Statement (FEIS) displays the forest-wide effects of activities such as timber harvest, 
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wildlife habitat management, recreation management, and visual resource management.  Since 

the site-specific effects of activities planned for this project were not addressed as part of the 

Forest Plan FEIS, an environmental assessment will be prepared to analyze the site-specific 

management activities included in this proposal.  A copy of the 2005 Forest Plan can be found at:  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mtnf/landmanagement/planning. 

The 2005 Forest Plan establishes goals and objectives for the management of the Mark Twain 

National Forest.  These goals and objectives convey what the desired condition of forest 

resources will be in the foreseeable future and are the basis for all project-level planning.  The 

standards, guidelines, and management prescriptions contained in the 2005 Forest Plan set 

parameters which guide the management direction of project-level planning and implementation.  

Project approval must be consistent with these parameters (16 U.S.C. 1604(i)). 

Forest-wide Goals and Objectives 

The Butler Hollow Project is designed to meet the Forest-wide Goals and Objectives as stated in 

Chapter 1 of the Forest Plan.  Activities in this project would contribute to the social and 

economic well-being of local communities by providing a variety of uses, values, and products 

that are within the capabilities of the land.  The proposed Butler Hollow Project would move 

resource conditions toward the desired state by meeting the Forest-wide goals and objectives 

summarized below. 

Goals: 

Goal 1.1 ï Maintain, enhance, and restore site appropriate natural communities, including 

the full range of vegetation composition and structural conditions. 

Goal 1.3 ï Minimize erosion and compaction.  Restore and maintain soil productivity and 

nutrient retention capacity.  Protect the water quality and integrity of the watershed on 

Forest lands.  Maintain healthy, sustainable, and diverse natural communities.  Prevent 

wetland degradation and loss, and restore and enhance wetlands when possible.  Establish 

and maintain riparian management and watercourse protection zones. 

Goal 1.4 ï Provide the range of natural habitats necessary to support populations of 

existing native plant and animal species.  Restore and manage natural communities as the 

primary means of providing quality terrestrial, karst, and aquatic wildlife and rare plant 

habitat.  Provide specialized habitats that are a healthy, functioning part of the larger 

landscape and require no special protection or additional management considerations.  

Provide specialized habitat components across the landscape in amounts and types 

commensurate with the natural communities in which they occur.  Encourage habitat that 

responds to demand for both consumptive and non-consumptive fish and wildlife use. 

Goal 2.1 ï Within the capability of sustainable ecosystems, offer multiple benefits that 

contribute to the social and economic well-being of the local and regional communities 

by providing a variety of uses, values, products, and services in a cost-effective manner 

for present and future generations.  Provide accessibility of the full range of uses, values, 

products, and services to members of underserved and low-income populations. 

Goal 2.2 ï Re-establish the role of fire in natural communities of the Ozarks, and reduce 

hazardous fuels while lowering the wildland fire risk to surrounding communities. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mtnf/landmanagement/planning
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Goal 2.3 ï Develop and maintain a transportation system which provides the minimum 

permanent road access needed to meet resource management objectives.  Provide 

temporary road access that complements the permanent road system for effective 

resource management.  Decommission unneeded roads. 

Goal 2.4 ï Use timber management, where appropriate, to restore or enhance degraded 

natural communities, sustain healthy and productive forests, and reduce hazardous fuels.  

Provide timber and wood products to help support sustainable local industry and 

economic interests. 

Goal 2.8 ï Provide a diversity of recreational opportunities and benefits through a variety 

of settings. 

Goal 2.9 ï Maintain or enhance the quality of scenic resources to provide desired 

landscape character. 

Goal 2.10 ï Support preservation of the cultural heritage of Missouri by identifying, 

protecting, managing and interpreting heritage sites. 

Objectives: 

Objective 1.3b ï Restore or enhance 125 acres of bottomland hardwood forest. 

Objective 1.4a ï Improve open woodland conditions on at least 10,500 acres to provide 

habitat for summer tanager, northern bobwhite, Bachmanôs sparrow, and eastern red bat. 

Objective 1.4b ï Increase the proportion of managed native grasslands to that of exotic 

cool season grasses from the current 46% native grass to 55% native grass to provide 

habitat for northern bobwhite. 

Objective 1.4c ï Maintain forest, closed woodland, or open woodland cover over 85% or 

greater of Mark Twain National Forest acres to provide habitat for worm-eating warbler. 

Objectives 1.4d ï Treat at least 4,000 acres of glades or reduce woody vegetation to 

provide habitat for Bachmanôs sparrow. 

Objective 2.2a ï In addition to the traditional late-winter through early-spring burn 

season, facilitate restoration treatments that emulate the range of natural variability for 

historical fire regimes in glades, savannas, and pine woodlands by prescribed burning up 

to 40% of total projected burn acres from September through December. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines 

Standards and guidelines are permissions or limitations that apply to on-the-ground 

implementation of management practices.  Standards and guidelines in Chapter 2 of the Forest 

Plan apply to all management practices for the entire Mark Twain National Forest.  Where 

Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines are different from those for a management prescription, 

the management prescription standard applies.  If a specific resource is not addressed in a 

management prescription, then only the Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines apply.  

Resource managers that implement projects under this environmental analysis and ultimate 

decision will refer to the 2005 Forest Plan, Standards and Guidelines to execute legal documents 

(e.g. prescribed fire application or timber sale contracts and clauses).  Forest-wide Standards and 
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Guidelines with direction that applies specifically to this project are found in Chapter 2 of the 

2005 Forest Plan as follows:   

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Vegetation Management (Forest Plan, page 2-2).  

Mimic ecosystem dynamics, patterns, and disturbance processes to achieve desired conditions 

except where ecological recovery is unlikely or unfeasible. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Grassland Habitats (Forest Plan, page 2-9).  Emphasize 

the maintenance and improvement of natural grasslands (glades, native prairies, and seeded or 

planted native grass on appropriate sites) as the preferred means of providing openland habitat.  

Manage natural grasslands to enhance ground flora species diversity and abundance and 

minimize woody encroachment.  When converting non-native openlands to natural grassland, at 

least 30% of the seed mix shall consist of a variety of native forbs appropriate to the site.  

Maintain openlands within water protection zones and riparian management zones only if they 

are naturally occurring.  Minimize surface disturbing activities within 100 feet of the border of 

glades.  For fire suppression, use manually constructed firelines on and within 100 feet of glades 

unless mechanically constructed firelines are needed to protect life, private property, structures, 

public health, or firefighter safety.  Maintain or improve artificial openlands (old fields, 

abandoned pastures, cool-season pastures, and food plots) only where they currently exist on 

NFS lands, or they exist on lands acquired in the future; and where conversion to natural 

grassland is not currently feasible, project-specific analysis shows a need for that habitat type, or 

they are needed to meet other resource objectives (i.e., rangeland forage or pastoral scenes). 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Caves and Abandoned Mines (Forest Plan, page 2-11).  

Mechanically constructed firelines for prescribed burns shall be located at least 100 feet from 

known cave and abandoned mine entrances.  Hand constructed firelines shall be located at least 

50 feet from cave and abandoned mine entrances.  Prohibit timber harvest activities within a 

designated 20 acres surrounding cave entrances for protection of the northern long-eared bat.   

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Constructed Waterholes and Wildlife Ponds (Forest 

Plan, page 2-14).  Manage and rehabilitate existing waterholes as a priority over constructing 

new ones.  Maintain several large (at least 4-inch dbh) pieces of downed woody material (logs, 

stumps, and large branches) along the north bank of constructed ponds, partially submerged in 

the water.  Remove trees and shrubs along the pond bank only if needed to prevent roots from 

penetrating the dam. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Snags, Dens, Cavity Trees, and Downed Woody Debris 

(Forest Plan, page 2-14).  Whenever vegetation management is undertaken, leave standing dead 

trees, cavity or den trees, and downed woody material whenever possible, while providing for 

public safety and the achievement of resource management goals and objectives. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Prescribed Fire (Forest Plan, page 2-15).  Emphasize 

large burns using year-round prescribed burning to meet management direction as appropriate to 

ecosystems involved and project objectives.  Re-vegetate soils disturbed by constructed firelines 

by encouraging growth of existing on-site vegetation where possible.  If heritage resources or 

human remains are discovered during project implementation, halt the work near the find until a 

professional archaeologist assesses the situation.  Use best available smoke management 

practices to minimize adverse effects on public health, public safety, or visibility from prescribed 

fire.  Minimize the impact of smoke for each prescribed fire by identifying smoke-sensitive 
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areas, using best available control measures, monitoring smoke impacts, and following 

applicable guidance. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Pesticide Use (Forest Plan, page 2-19).  Use pesticides 

only after alternative analysis clearly demonstrates that pesticide use is the most effective means 

to meet overall management objectives.  The use of pesticides must comply with the product 

label.  Areas treated with pesticides shall be signed, as appropriate, to ensure users are informed 

of possible exposure.  Use the least impacting application method needed for effective control of 

the target species. 

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Timber Management (Forest Plan, page 2-27).  Use 

silvicultural systems, harvest methods, and intermediate treatments to move the forest towards 

the desired condition.  Intermediate harvests should generally leave the oldest and or largest trees 

to meet basal area objectives.  Space reserve trees and reserve tree groups to mimic natural 

community structure and composition.  Apply pre-commercial treatments to each entry to 

achieve structural objectives for stands managed under uneven-aged silvicultural systems.  

Management objectives should be met through commercial practices or through firewood cuts 

when feasible.  Salvage timber resources damaged by natural or man-caused disturbance events 

when salvage activities are compatible with overall resource goals and objectives, management 

prescriptions, or to protect public safety.  Salvage of dead or dying timber and other sanitation 

removals may occur in the riparian management zone, when the riparian values are protected and 

the activities are needed to protect public safety, resource values, and maintain the health of the 

forest.   

Forestwide Standards and Guidelines for Transportation System - Temporary Roads (Forest 

Plan, page 2-39).  Stream channels and drainages shall not be used as travel ways for any 

mechanized equipment.  Temporary roads are prohibited within the riparian management zones 

and water protection zones except at designated locations.  Decommission temporary access 

when no longer needed for the purpose for which it was developed. 

Management Prescriptions 

Management prescriptions provide direction to help achieve goals and objectives expressed at 

the forest level.  Management prescriptions define where differing types of opportunities and 

experiences are available to the public, and where a variety of management practices may be 

carried out.  They identify proposed and probable practices and actions appropriate to achieve 

the desired conditions.  All management prescriptions provide multiple uses, even though their 

titles may imply a single use.  

Management prescriptions are applied to geographical units on the ground, which are called 

Management Areas.  The 2005 Forest Plan assigns management prescriptions to accomplish a 

desired condition.  This project contains areas administered under Management Prescriptions 1.1 

and 8.1.  Management Prescription 1.1 emphasizes restoration of natural communities while 

providing a roaded natural recreation experience.  Management Prescription 8.1 describes a 

variety of designated special areas that exist for the protection of unusual environmental, 

recreational, cultural, or historical resources, and for scientific or educational studies.  

Management Prescription 8.1 areas within this project area include the Sugar Camp National 

Forest Scenic Byway and the Butler Hollow Glades State Natural Area.   
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Management Prescription Goals 

Management Prescription goals are concise statements that describe the primary purpose 

or aim of the management prescription.  

The goals for Management Prescription 1.1 are: 

 Focus restoration efforts in areas that collectively represent irreplaceable 

concentrations of distinctive biota, and that represent the highest quality 

natural communities in Missouri. 

 Restore, enhance and maintain the structure, composition and function of 

distinctive terrestrial and aquatic natural communities. 

 Restore the ecological role of fire in natural communities. 

 Provide a variety of uses, products and values by managing in support of 

desired ecological conditions. 

The goals for Management Prescription 8.1 are: 

 Protect and appropriately manage areas of special scientific, biological, 

historical, ecological, geological, scenic, recreational, and educational 

significance. 

 Provide low to moderate production of other resources such as timber 

products, fish and wildlife, recreation, and forage where they are compatible 

with ñspecial areaò objectives. 

 Provide a variety of recreational opportunities with interactions between 

users ranging from low to high depending on the specific locations and 

recreation opportunity spectrum objectives.  The recreation opportunity 

spectrum is a tool used to define the recreation program objectives for each 

management prescription. 

Management Prescription Desired Conditions 

Desired conditions are characteristics and conditions expected because of the prescribed 

management.  They provide a snapshot of what resources will look like when goals, 

objectives, standards, and guidelines are met.  Desired conditions can apply to the present 

or future and do not consider cost.  The Forest Plan desired conditions for Management 

Prescription 1.1 are as follows: 

 Ecosystems are healthy, resilient, and resistant to diseases, insect infestations, and 

non-native species invasion.  Natural communities are present in the amounts, 

distributions, and variability characteristic of Missouriôs pre-settlement landscape.  

Management activities mimic natural patterns and the range of variability of resident 

natural communities, resulting in a natural-appearing landscape.   

 Plant species distributional patterns, abundance, and diversity increase following 

management activities.  Natural communities exhibit the desired composition, patch 

size, canopy structure, understory, shrub layer, and ground cover characteristics. 
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 Prescribed fire emulates historical fire regimes, creating variable patterns of 

vegetation structure and abundance that meet habitat needs for associated wildlife. 

The desired conditions for Management Prescription 8.1 are as follows: 

 Vegetation management varies based on the specific management objective for each 

area.   

 Management activities, facility development or motorized use are present only if 

compatible with area objectives.   

 Interaction between users varies from high to low, based on the area objectives.  

 Mineral activities requiring surface disruption do not normally occur. 

 Timber program outputs are low. 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 

The Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District is proposing this action in order to 

restore the areaôs natural communities, improve forest health conditions, offer timber 

products to the local economy, provide a roaded natural recreation experience, and ensure 

a variety of dispersed recreational uses.  This project is needed to address declines in 

native plant communities and forest health, as well as to ensure the safety and adequacy 

of existing National Forest system roads.  Project area restoration is being proposed at 

this time because there has been wide interest shown in restoring the areaôs glade and 

woodland communities.  Interest has come from the public, as well as governmental and 

non-governmental conservation organizations.  The surrounding area has been identified 

as an area of ecological concern by the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC).  

Restoration of native natural communities in this area is desirable.   

The mosaic patterns, community structure, age-class distribution, and composition of 

glades, open woodlands, closed woodlands, and forested areas within the Butler Hollow 

Project area have departed from their historic range of natural variability (RNV) due to a 

lack of natural disturbances, primarily fire.  The forest-wide onset of oak decline, 

particularly among the red oak group, has further complicated this departure from RNV.  

The RNV is the variation of physical and biological conditions and disturbance factors 

that influenced composition, structure, distribution, and dynamics of natural communities 

before European settlement of North America.   

The goals of this project are as follows: 

 Use a variety of vegetation management practices and prescribed fire to 

restore terrestrial natural communities, including the areaôs glades 

woodlands, and forests.  Forest health would be improved and hazardous 

fuels would be reduced while providing timber and wood products to the 

local economy. 

 Provide the range of natural habitats necessary to support populations of 

native plant and animal species. 
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 Maintain a transportation system which provides the minimum permanent 

road access needed to meet resource management objectives and provide 

roaded recreation opportunities.  Decommission unneeded roads and user-

created trails that pose a risk to public safety and may contribute to watershed 

degradation. 

Existing Conditions 

This area is characterized by closed woodland and forest communities.  These communities 

make up over 75% of the area.  The remainder of the area is open woodland and glades.  An 

explanation and description of these communities is provided in the following desired conditions 

section of this document.  Forest communities in the project area are comprised of approximately 

26% black oak and northern red oak, 20% white oak and post oak, and 20% mixed oaks species.  

Mixed oak designation is used when the stand consists of roughly equal amounts of white and 

red oak species groups.  Eastern redcedar stands and mixed cedar and hardwood stands occupy 

another 20% of the area.  Shortleaf pine, non-oak hardwoods, shrubs, and open lands comprise 

the remaining 14%.  Mature timber stands dominate the area.  Forty-six percent of stands are 

over 90 years old, and another 40% are between 51 and 90 years old.   

This combination of factors has produced conditions within the project area where trees have 

reached maturity and are presently declining, or have potential to rapidly decline.  Trees in the 

red oak group typically start declining around 60 years of age and nearly all show signs of 

decline by the age of 90.  Approximately one-third of the area has a stand condition class of low 

quality poles or sawtimber.  These conditions make the forest susceptible to insect and disease 

outbreaks.  Some damage can be found in the area but nothing widespread is occurring at this 

time.  Riparian areas are predominately open, especially along Butler Creek, or have grown back 

with cedar.   

There are approximately 57.3 miles of National Forest ñsystem roadsò and 10.2 miles of ñnon-

system roadsò within the project area.  System roads are under the jurisdiction of the Forest 

Service and are designated for both agency and public use.  Non-system roads are roads on NFS 

lands that are not managed as part of the Forest Transportation System, such as unplanned roads, 

abandoned travel ways, and off-road vehicle trails that have not been designated and managed as 

a road or as a trail.  There are 52.6 miles of existing fireline in the project area.   

There is one hay area (Butler Hollow) totaling 52 acres of NFS lands in the project area.  Ground 

cover in this area is currently comprised of predominantly fescue and desirable native grasses, 

herbs, and forbs; however, quality could be improved for the benefit of native wildlife.  This area 

is currently being managed under the Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Openlands Haying Project 

Decision Notice signed on May 9, 2008.  Management of this area as openlands would cease if 

the demand for hay declines.   

Desired Conditions: 

Historically, approximately 60% of the area was considered open woodland complexes located 

predominately on ridges and south and west-facing slopes.  In the open woodland, shrub oak 

covered 10-25% of the area in even-aged stands.  Closed woodlands and upland forests occupied 

21% of the area and were predominately located on north and east-facing slopes.  Generally, 

upland forests were located on lower portions of slopes and were composed of oak and mixed 

species of varied ages with small 1-5 acre isolated gaps of open lands.  In closed woodlands, 
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shrub oak covered 5-10% of the area in even-aged stands.  Glades made up 17% of the area.  

Glades were generally located on the lower portions of south and west facing slopes but did 

occur on all aspects and ridges.  Primarily grass or mixed herbs covered these areas along with 

scattered shrubs.  Riparian communities made up 2% of the area, and were located along major 

drainages.  Areas along perennial streams had bottomland hardwood forests within the riparian 

areas.  These areas were multi-layered, uneven aged, and had few gaps.  White oak was the 

dominant component of the overstory, occupying about 70% of the project area.  Post oak was 

the dominant species on the remaining 30% of the area.  Red oak/hickory forests and some open 

lands were located on the fringes of the project area.  Other species were minor components of 

these areas (Terrestrial Natural Communities Geographical Information Systems Map Layer, 

data accessed 2015).   

Refer to Table 1 (below) for a more detailed description of these natural communities.  This table 

represents the range of desired conditions for natural community types which are found within 

the project area. 

Table 1 - Desired conditions for natural community types in the project area**  

Natural  

Community 

Types 

Overstory 

Canopy 

(%) 

Canopy 

Gap 

Size Understory 

Shrub 

Layer 

Ground 

Cover 

Open 

woodland 

(10,842 ac) 

30 - 50 

10 acres 

with 1-

3/100 acres 

Mixed shrubs, 

early seral 

trees 

Dense; mostly 

scattered oaks 

and various 

shrubs 

Grass, sedge, 

and forb cover 

60 - 80% of the 

area; little 

accumulated leaf 

litter. 

Closed 

woodland 

(3,087 ac) 

50 - 80 

3 acres 

with 1-

5/100 acres 

Early ï mid 

seral trees Sparse; mostly 

scattered oak 

and various 

shrubs 

Shallow leaf 

litter; mixed 

grasses, sedges 

and herbs 

covering 80 ï 

100% of the area 

Upland forest 

(767 ac) 
80 - 100 

1% per 

year 

Shade tolerant 

shrubs and 

small trees 

Sparse; 

scattered; vines 

present 

Moderately deep 

leaf litter 

covering 50 ï 

70% of the area 

Glades 

(3,089 ac) 
< 10% 

Not 

applicable 

Small shrubs 

and trees 

restricted to 

rock outcrops 

and borders 

Variable 

Sparse to dense 

cover of grasses 

on 30 ï 90% of 

the area; mineral 

soil often 

exposed 

Riparian 

(390 ac) 
80 - 100 

1% per 

year 

Shade tolerant 

shrubs and 

small trees 

Sparse; vines 

present 

Deep leaf litter 

covering 50 ï 

70% of the area 

** (2005 Forest Plan, Appendix A, Table A-1) 
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The existing conditions for vegetation in the project area do not meet the desired characteristics 

for the natural communities.  See Table 2 for a comparison of the existing communities versus 

the desired communities.   

Table 2 - Desired conditions for natural community types versus the existing conditions 

Natural  

Community Types 

Desired 

Acres 

Existing 

Acres Comments 

Open woodland  10,842 2,142  

Closed woodland 3,854 7,174  

Upland Forest 3,087 7,228  

Glades  3,089 465 

Existing acres are based on <=30 basal area 

(BA)**  and forest type is lowland shrub, upland 

shrub, or open 

Riparian 390 280 
Existing acres is based on over 50BA and 

hardwood forest type 

**Basal area is a measure of how much of an acre of land is being occupied by trees.  A tree with 

a stump diameter of 12ò occupies approximately 1 square foot of area.  Each square foot of the 

area equals 1 BA.  Therefore an area with 30 BA would have 30 trees with a 12 inch stump 

diameter per acre.  The actual number of trees will vary depending on their size. 

Open woodland, closed woodland, and upland forest natural communities within the project area 

could be enhanced by encouraging white oak and post oak regeneration and thinning existing 

stands.  Glade communities would be enhanced by the removal of cedar.  Prescribed burning 

would help develop and maintain the understory components of these communities.  Within 

riparian areas, removal of cedar and possible planting of desirable hardwood species would be 

needed for restoration.  Forest health would be improved by removing those trees most 

susceptible to insect and disease infestations and encouraging the longer lived white oak group 

species.   

The desired condition consists of a variety of stand sizes, shapes, crown closures, and age 

structures in a pattern that simulates the structural variability of healthy natural community types 

similar to historical vegetative patterns.  Various combinations of activities are being considered 

among three action alternatives proposed to move the area toward the desired condition.  

Depending on the alternative that is selected, these activities may include a combination of 

treatments such as commercial harvest, non-commercial vegetation treatments, prescribed fire, 

and herbicide treatment of stumps.  Changing the existing conditions to those more desirable 

could require several decades.  In some areas, restoration of the natural communities may never 

be possible due to the inability to use prescribed fire, protection of areas for other resource needs, 

or inaccessibility to the area.   

Besides enhancing natural communities, other connected actions would occur.  Forest Service 

system roads that are needed for long-term access to managed areas would be reconstructed 

and/or maintained to engineering standards.  Roads that are not needed for long-term access, 

pose a threat to public safety, or are contributing to poor watershed conditions would be 

decommissioned.  Vegetation management would be conducted according to 2005 Forest Plan 

guidance. 
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THE PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES  

This section provides a detailed description of the Proposed Action and alternative methods for 

achieving the projectôs purpose and need.  Alternatives were developed based on issues raised by 

the interdisciplinary team, the public, and other agencies. 

Alternative 1 ï no action 

This is a viable alternative that would implement no new activities in the project area.  No glade 

restoration, prescribed burning, wildlife habitat enhancement, or timber harvest would occur if 

this alternative is selected.  This alternative provides a baseline or reference point against which 

to describe environmental effects of the action alternatives.  Selection of this alternative would 

not foreclose the option for future management or ongoing authorized management in this area.  

Neither would it cancel previous decisions regarding prescribed fire or rangeland management. 

If Alternative 1 is selected, no new federal management activities would be initiated.  Routine 

maintenance of the existing Forest Service constructed roads would continue as funding allows.  

Changes might occur through natural processes or future management direction. 

Under this alternative, no trees, except those that pose an immediate safety hazard to personnel 

or the public would be removed from National Forest land.  Some consequences of selecting this 

alternative would include:  1) loss of economic value of salvageable wood products; 2) continued 

degradation of the glade and woodland natural communities and loss of plant and animal species 

associated with these communities; 3) increased potential for insect and disease infestations; 4) 

increased fuel loads and potential for stand-replacing wildfires; and 5) continued use of non-

system roads which would cause further erosion of roadbeds, potential siltation of streams, and 

unsafe conditions for public vehicular travel. 

Alternative 2 ï proposed action. 

Vegetation and Wildlife Management:  This alternative proposes a variety of vegetation 

treatments to achieve desired conditions for the project area.  Treatments would assist in re-

establishing structural variability of natural communities in the project area.  Over time, the 

diversity of native plants and wildlife would increase. 

Restoration activities would include various commercial and non-commercial vegetation 

management strategies in hardwoods, pine, and cedar; riparian plantings; and prescribed burning.   

Commercial hardwood restoration thinning would occur on 2,248 acres of the area and 

commercial pine and hardwood restoration thinning would occur on 306 acres.  These treatments 

would take place in accessible areas to reduce tree density to the desired level (roughly 50% 

reduction).  Understory vegetation would also be cut in areas where it is desirable to increase the 

amount of light reaching the forest floor.   

Shelterwood harvesting would occur on 143 acres outside of burn units to regenerate timber 

stands.  Shelterwood harvesting is the removal of trees in a series of cuttings so new seedlings 

can grow from the seed of older trees.  Follow-up treatments for the shelterwood may include 

site preparation for natural regeneration by chainsaw felling other trees that are not designated to 

remain. 

Non-commercial hardwood restoration thinning would occur on 3,642 acres of the area.  This 

activity would occur in areas that are inaccessible to heavy trucks or in areas where slopes 
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exceed 35% which would eliminate commercial thinning as an option.  All sizes of trees would 

be cut to reduce tree density to the desired level (roughly 50% reduction).  Stumps of cut trees 

would be treated with herbicide to control stump sprouting.  The removal of firewood may be 

allowed in areas accessible to light trucks.  Pre-commercial thinning would occur on 851 acres of 

previously harvested areas to reduce competition and develop desired overstory species.   

Restoration of 2,577 acres of glades would be initiated by cutting cedar on cedar-encroached 

glades.  Of this total, 2,475 acres would be non-commercially treated (cut and leave) and 102 

acres would be commercially harvested.  Cedar would also be non-commercially treated on 

2,035 acres of woodland community types where cedar encroachment has occurred.   

Prescribed fire would be implemented over a period of several years on approximately 17,484 

acres within the project area to help achieve and maintain desired conditions.  There are 8 

prescribed fire units in the project area.  Fire would be implemented cyclically on each unit at 3-

5 year intervals.  Normally only 2 or 3 units would be burned in any given year.  There are 52.6 

miles of existing fireline in the project area.  Approximately 11.5 and 13.2 miles of new fireline 

would be constructed by dozer and hand crews, respectively.   

Additional activities proposed for the area include the designation of 218 acres of old growth and 

planting of 94 bottomland acres with hardwoods.  Bottomland hardwood planting would not 

occur if permitted hay cutting can be re-established in those areas.  Herbicides would be used for 

site preparation as small spot treatments in any tree plantings that do occur.  Protection of 20 

acres around each cave would occur for Northern big-eared bats.  Also, 49 ponds would be 

maintained for wildlife  use.   

Road Management:  There are approximately 57.3 miles of FS system roads and 10.2 miles of 

non-system roads within the project area (Figure 1).  Approximately 2.7 miles of FS system 

roads have been identified for reconstruction to restore roads to the approved road management 

objective.  Additionally, another 4.4 miles of road have been identified for light reconstruction.  

Light reconstruction would be limited in scope and based on need.  This would include minor 

repairs to eroded road portions, ditch repair, culvert replacement, etc.   

Approximately 13.8 miles of existing roads have been identified for use as temporary roads for 

timber hauling and 3.4 miles of new temporary road would be constructed.  Any temporary roads 

used to perform vegetation management activities would be decommissioned after completing 

activities.  An additional 6.4 miles of roads have been identified for decommissioning because 

they are located in riparian areas, and are subject to flooding and erosion.   

Any unauthorized, non-system roads and user-created trails that are observed in the project area 

would be decommissioned; however, non-system roads under a special use permit (SUP) would 

be retained.  Soils of roads that are decommissioned would be stabilized and restored to a more 

natural state.  Small forest openings, suitable for turning around and parking 2-3 vehicles, may 

be placed where system roads terminate due to decommissioning activities.   
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Alternative 3 ï an action alternative that is similar to Alternative 2 and 

involving similar  treated acreage, but with no herbicide applications, reduced 

cutting in non-commercial treatments, and no planting of bottomland 

hardwoods. 

Vegetation and Wildlife Management:  Proposed commercial restoration thinning 

(hardwood/pine and hardwood) and associated understory vegetation treatments would be the 

same as in Alternative 2.  Shelterwood treatments would also be the same as in Alternative 2.   

Non-commercial understory vegetation control would occur in the same areas as the non-

commercial hardwood restoration thinning proposed in Alternative 2.  In Alternative 3, tree 

density would not be reduced as much as in Alternative 2.  Only trees less than nine inches in 

diameter at breast height (DBH) would be cut and no herbicides would be applied to the cut 

stumps.  The removal of firewood may be allowed in areas accessible to light trucks.   

Both commercial and non-commercial cedar treatments and acreages would remain the same as 

those in Alternative 2.  Pre-commercial thinning treatments, old growth designations, and the 

number of wildlife ponds to be maintained would also be the same as in Alternative 2. 

Prescribed fire activities and acreages and fireline totals would remain the same as in Alternative 

2.   

Fields in the bottomland areas would not be planted in hardwoods.  Existing grasses would be 

mowed annually as long as there is interest in permitted cutting of hay.  These areas would be 

allowed to naturally convert to hardwoods if interest in permitted hay cutting declines.   

Road Management:  Road management activities and miles would remain the same as in 

Alternative 2.  Existing and temporary roads are shown in Figure 2.   

Alternative 4 ï an action alternative that is similar to Alternative 3 but 

involving much reduced acreages for vegetation treatments and prescribed 

fire. 

Vegetation and Wildlife Management:  The methods used for vegetation management would be 

the same as those described in Alternative 3, but activities would occur over smaller areas.  

Commercial hardwood restoration thinning would occur on 422 acres and commercial pine and 

hardwood restoration thinning would occur on 117 acres (Table 3).  Non-commercial understory 

vegetation control (only trees under nine inches diameter at breast height) would occur on 574 

acres.  There would be no herbicide application to cut stumps.  There would be no shelterwood 

treatments.  The areas designated for non-commercial cedar removal would be reduced to 840 

acres in glades and 493 acres in woodlands.  No commercial harvesting of cedar would occur.  

The area designated for old growth would decrease to 17 acres.  Precommercial thinning would 

occur on 56 acres and one pond would be maintained.  Under Alternative 4, a total of 15,637 

acres would receive no vegetation treatments. 

The area where activities would take place would be limited to the Chute Ridge Burn unit and 

the northeast corner of the Pine Hollow Burn unit.  This would reduce the total area treated with 

prescribed fire to 3,607 acres.  There are 10.1 miles of existing fireline in this area.  

Approximately 1.9 and 4.0 miles of new fireline would be constructed by dozer and hand crews, 

respectively.   
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Road Management:  Road management activities and miles would be reduced as compared to 

Alternatives 2 and 3 (Table 3 and Figure 3).  The reductions in road management activities and 

associated miles would be the result of reduced activities for vegetation, prescribed fire, and 

wildlife management, and the overall reduction in the size of the project area affected.  Only 0.4 

miles of road would be fully reconstructed and 1.2 miles would undergo light reconstruction 

activities.  Approximately 3.6 miles of existing roads would be used as temporary roads and then 

decommissioned after use, and about 0.2 miles of new temporary road would be constructed and 

then decommissioned after use.  Additionally, about 2.2 miles of existing roads would be 

decommissioned in riparian areas. 
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Table 3.  A comparison of management activities proposed for Alternatives 2-4 in the 

Butler Hollow Project area. 

Management Activity  Alternative 2 

(acres) 

Alternative 3 

(acres) 

Alternative 4 

(acres) 

Commercial Hardwood Restoration Thinning 2,248 2,248 422 

Commercial Pine and Hardwood Restoration 

Thinning 

306 306 117 

Commercial Shelterwood Harvest 143 143 0 

Non-Commercial (cut & leave) Hardwood 

Restoration Thinning (Understory Vegetation 

Control in Alt. 3 & 4) 

3,642  3,642  574 

Herbicide Application (stump treatments) 4,764 0 0 

Precommercial Thinning 851 851 56 

Non-Commercial (cut & leave) Cedar Cutting 

in Glade Restoration 

2,475 2,475 840 

Commercial Harvest (cut& remove) of Cedar 

ï Glade Restoration 

102 102 0 

Non-Commercial (cut & leave) Cedar Cutting 

in Woodlands 

2,035 2,035 493 

Old Growth 218 218 17 

Hardwood Riparian Planting 94 0 0 

Pond Maintenance 10 (49 ponds) 10 (49 ponds) 1 (9 ponds) 

No Vegetation Treatment 6,068 6,162 15,637 

Prescribed Burning (Total Acres) 17,484 17,484 3,607 

Butler Unit 2,423 2,423 0 

Chute Unit 2,877 2,877 2,877 

Dodge Unit 966 966 0 

Pine Unit 3,819 3,819 730 

Radium Unit 2,105 2,105 0 

Sawmill Unit 846 846 0 

Seligman Unit 1,815 1,815 0 

Tate Unit 2,633 2,633 0 

Existing fireline 52.6 miles 52.6 miles 10.1 miles 

Fireline construction ï dozer 11.5 miles 11.5 miles 1.9 miles 

Fireline construction ï handline 13.2 miles 13.2 miles 4.0 miles 

Road reconstruction 2.7 miles 2.7 miles 0.4 miles 

Road light reconstruction 4.4 miles 4.4 miles 1.2 miles 

Existing roads used as temporary 

roads/decommissioned 

13.8 miles 13.8 miles 3.6 miles 

New temporary roads 

constructed/decommissioned 

3.4 miles 3.4 miles 0.2 miles 

Existing roads decommissioned in riparian 

areas 

6.4 miles 6.4 miles 2.2 miles 
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PRELIMINARY ISSUES  

In accordance with laws and regulations, factors such as vegetation, wildlife, threatened and 

endangered species, water and air quality, and cultural resources will be addressed in the 

upcoming environmental assessment.  Other concerns or issues may arise as a result of public 

comment.  Unresolved conflicts or concerns that reflect opposing views regarding these and 

other factors may result from this proposed action; therefore, a reasonable range of alternatives 

has been developed and will be analyzed so the deciding official can make an informed decision.  

Several preliminary issues which need to be considered during development of this project have 

been identified by the interdisciplinary team.  These include but are not limited to the following: 

 Protection of caves, springs, sinkholes, and riparian areas:  There are caves, springs, 

sinkholes and riparian areas within the project area.  Due to the areaôs karst topography, it 

is important that these features are protected to maintain their natural functions.   

 Protection of the Sugar Camp National Forest Scenic Byway and the Butler Hollow 

Glades State Natural Area:  These two areas are designated 8.1 Management Prescription 

areas and exist for the protection of unusual environmental, recreational, cultural, or 

historical resources, and for scientific or educational studies. 

 Declining open woodlands and glades:  The general health of woodlands and glades in 

this area is declining due to a combination of factors.  Restoration of these natural 

communities is desirable.   

 Declining transportation system:  The general maintenance level of the transportation 

system in the project area is declining due to lack of funding.  Emergency Relief for 

Federally Owned Roads (ERFO funds) and proceeds from commercial timber sales have 

been inadequate to maintain all Level 2 Forest System roads in the area.   

ISSUES RESULTING FROM PUBLI C COMMENT S AND CONCERNS 

Several additional issues identified as a result of public comments will  be considered during the 

project analysis.  These include but are not limited to the following: 

 Water quality and watershed health:  Water quality downstream of and including the 

Beaver Reservoir watershed may be subject to effects of project activities and these 

would be considered in the EA.   

 Soil erosion potential:  Steep terrain in the project area offers the potential for soils in the 

project area to erode due to proposed activities.  Appropriate analyses would be 

conducted during the EA to determine whether significant erosion potential exists.   

 Effects of project activities on the general appearance of the landscape and visual quality 

of the area:  There is concern that restoration thinning of vegetation in glades and 

woodlands coupled with application of prescribed fire may lead to accumulation of 

excessive fuels and potentially damaging fires, thus altering the general appearance and 

quality of the landscape.  The potential for effects to the landscape as well as the visual 

quality would be analyzed in the EA. 

 Smoke production and air quality management:  Smoke production and its potential 

effects to air quality due to application of prescribed fire would be analyzed due to the 
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potential for public health risks.  Potential effects would be analyzed in the EA using 

applicable air quality models.   

 Effects of project activities on climate change:  The potential effects of proposed 

activities on climate change would be analyzed in the EA.   

 Potential effects of proposed activities on wildlife:  There is a concern that some forms of 

wildlife may be impacted by project activities; in particular, the prescribed fire activities.  

The potential for effects to susceptible wildlife populations would be evaluated the EA. 

DECISION TO BE MADE  

The District Ranger of the Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District is the Responsible 

Official for this project.  Based on the environmental analysis, Forest Plan direction, and results 

of public involvement, the Responsible Official must determine whether or not to proceed with a 

specific action.  If any action alternative is selected, the decision may include mitigation 

measures in addition to the 2005 Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines. 

The decision is not one of land allocation, nor is the analysis intended to look at every possible 

combination of activities.  The scope of the decision would be confined to a reasonable range of 

alternatives that would meet the projectôs purpose and need. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  

The Mark Twain National Forest is requesting your comments on the Butler Hollow Project at 

this time because concerns raised by the public during two previous opportunities for public 

comment, and several public meetings in the local area, indicated that a revised proposal and 

alternatives were appropriate for this project.   This additional 30-day comment period is in 

response to changes the interdisciplinary team has made to the project proposal and alternatives 

and offers the public an opportunity to provide input on the revised proposal and new 

alternatives.  This public comment package contains sufficient, well-developed information 

about the revised project activities, alternatives, and the affected environment for you to consider 

in making useful comments.  The Mark Twain National Forest will use comments that result 

from this effort to assist in performing the analyses.  An Environmental Assessment will be 

prepared in accordance with NEPA procedures.   

HOW TO COMMENT  

The District Ranger of the Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District is the Responsible 

Official for this project and he wants your comments to be considered before the environmental 

analysis is completed and a final decision is made.  Please provide your comments on this 

proposal within 30 days of the publication of the legal notice in the Springfield News-Leader.   

This project is a project or activity implementing a land management plan; therefore, it is subject 

to the pre-decisional objection process described in subparts A and B of 36 CFR 218.  Only those 

who submit timely ñspecific written commentsò during any designated opportunity for public 

participation will be eligible to file an objection based on the final analysis and a draft decision 

document.  For the purposes of this rule, ñspecific written commentsò should be within the scope 
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of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include 

supporting reasons for the responsible official to consider (36 CFR 218.2). 

Other eligibility requirements are identified at 36 CFR 218.25(a)(3) and include name, postal 

address, title of the project, identity of the individual or entity who authored the comments, and 

signature or other verification of identity upon request.  If you do not wish to provide comments 

at this time, but wish to receive notification when the draft Decision Notice is available, please 

let us know. 

Comments can be submitted and additional information on this project may be obtained in a 

number of ways: 

1. In person, or by telephone:  Contact Allen Weathersbee at the Mark Twain National 

Forest, Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs District Office, Rt. 6, Box 614110, Ava, Missouri  

65608 during business hours (8:00 a. m. ï 4:30 p.m. CST), or at 417-683-4428 ext. 131. 

2. In writing:  Contact Joe Koloski ï District Ranger, Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger 

District, Rt. 6, Box 614110, Ava, Missouri  65608.  Attention:  Butler Hollow Project.  A 

comment form is attached for your convenience. 

3. Facsimile request:  Address to Joe Koloski ï District Ranger at 417-683-5722.  Please 

specify Butler Hollow Project on the subject line. 

4. E-mail responses:  comments-eastern-mark-twain-ava@fs.fed.us.  Please specify Butler 

Hollow Project on the subject line. 

5. Web site viewing:  Duplicate information of this mailing will be located on the Internet 

at:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mtnf/projects.  Scroll down to the Butler Hollow Project. 

We appreciate your interest in the management of the Mark Twain National Forest.  

Sincerely, 

/ s/ J oseph  K oloski  08/07/2015  
JOSEPH KOLOSKI  Date 

District Ranger 

  

mailto:comments-eastern-mark-twain-ava@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mtnf/projects
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM 

BUTLER HOLLOW PROJECT 

Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District 

Mark Twain National Forest 

You are invited to comment on this proposal.  Comments will be accepted for 30 calendar 

days following the publication of the legal notice for this proposal in the Springfield News-

Leader.  If you have comments specific to this project, or if you desire to be kept informed, 

please complete this form and mail it to following address.   

Joe Koloski ï District Ranger 

Ava/Cassville/Willow Springs Ranger District 

Rt. 6, Box 614110 

Ava, Missouri  65608 

You may also respond electronically to the following email address:  comments-eastern-

mark-twain-ava@fs.fed.us (subject line:  Butler Hollow Project).   

If you have any questions about the project, please contact Allen Weathersbee at (417) 683-

4428 ext. 131. 

Name: 

Address: 

 

 

Phone #: 

 

 

Comments: 
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Figure 1.  Proposed vegetation management activities in Alternative 2 for the Butler Hollow Project area.   


