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1. INTRODUCTION

The Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area has proposed to expand its ski area south and west of the
current special-use permit boundary onto additional U.S. Forest Service (Forest Service) lands in the
Idaho Panhandle National Forests (IPNFs) and Lolo National Forest (LNF). This expanded boundary
would permit development of additional ski lifts, traditional terrain and gladed terrain ski trails, expanded
parking, and access roads. The Forest Service, as the lead federal agency for this project, is preparing an
environmental impact statement (EIS) to disclose the potential environmental impacts associated with the
proposed project, and to consider alternatives to the Proposed Action. This EIS process will inform the
public and agencies about the project’s potential impacts on human and natural resources.

A notice of intent (NOI) to prepare the EIS was published in the Federal Register on April 4, 2014
(Attachment A). Publication of the NOI initiated the formal public and agency scoping period, during
which the IPNFs and LNF solicited comments regarding the project and its potential impacts. Public
scoping meetings for the EIS were held in de Borgia, Montana, and Wallace and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, to
give agency personnel and members of the public the opportunity to view project information and ask
guestions. Meeting attendees were also encouraged to provide comments on the issues and alternatives
that will be included in the draft EIS (DEIS).

2. DOCUMENT PURPOSE

This scoping and issues report is intended to aid in clarifying preliminary issues, determining the
appropriate scope of environmental analysis, and gathering new input on alternatives development. It
summarizes public and agency comments received during the formal scoping period, describes the
analysis of those comments, and provides a preliminary list of issues, concerns, and opportunities for
alternatives development or analysis in the DEIS. All substantive issues raised by respondents within the
scope of the Forest Service’s decision are included in the DEIS, as well as other resource categories and
issues identified internally by the IPNFs and LNF interdisciplinary team (IDT).

3. DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

This document contains the following sections:

o Description of scoping meetings, including advertising leading up to the meetings.
e  Opportunities for public and agency comment during the formal scoping period.
e Scoping comment analysis process.

e Summary of public comments received during the formal scoping period (April 4, 2014-May 5,
2014).

e Copies of all advertising and informational materials (Attachments A-C), meeting attendee
information (Attachment D), meeting materials used (Attachment E), the project coding structure
and all comments received during the formal scoping period (Attachment F), and respondent
demographic information (Attachment G).
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4. DESCRIPTION OF SCOPING MEETINGS

Three public scoping meetings were held for the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS (Table 1).

Table 1. Formal Scoping Meeting Dates, Times, and Locations

Date Time City and State Address

April 22, 2014 5:00-7:00 PM De Borgia, Montana 120 De Borgia Haugan Frontage
Road

April 23, 2014 5:00-7:00 PM Wallace, Idaho 100 Front Street

April 24, 2014 5:00-7:00 PM Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 3815 Schreiber Way

4.1. Meeting Advertising

Pursuant to National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, the scoping meetings were
advertised in a variety of formats (Table 2; Attachments A—C) before their scheduled dates. For each
format, the advertisements provided logistics, explained the purpose of the scoping meetings, gave the
schedule for the public and agency comment period, outlined additional ways to comment, and provided
methods of obtaining additional information.

Table 2. Advertising of Formal Public Scoping Meetings

Notice of Intent (Attachment A)

An NOI to prepare the EIS was published in the Federal Register on April 4, 2014.

Newspaper Advertisements, Media Notices, and Other Forms of Advertising (Attachment B)

The Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS project was listed in the IPNFs Schedule of Proposed Action on April 1,
2014.

Legal advertisements were published in the Coeur d’Alene Press on April 12, 2014, and April 19, 2014, and in the
Missoulian on April 13, 2014, and April 20, 2014.

Display advertisements were published in the Mineral Independent and Valley Press on April 16, 2014, and in the
Shoshone News Press on April 12, 18, 19, and 22, 2014.

Media notice releases and 30-second public service announcements were emailed and/or faxed between April 7 and
8, 2014, to the following:

e  The Missoulian, Coeur d’Alene Press, Shoshone News Press, Spokesman Review, and the Mineral
Independent newspapers

e Spokane, Montana, and Boise State public radio stations

A flyer containing meeting information was sent electronically to the Shoshone County Commissioners and Mineral
County Commissioners.

A flyer containing meeting information was sent electronically to the Coeur d’Alene, Historic Silver Valley, Mineral
County, and Historic Wallace Chambers of Commerce.

Scoping Letter (Attachment C)

Scoping letters (containing a brief description of the Proposed Action, the purpose and need for the project, and a
map of the proposed project area) announcing the scoping meetings were mailed on April 7 and 8, 2014, to all
individuals on the project mailing list. A separate electronic version of the scoping letter was sent via email to all
mailing list individuals who provided an email address on April 7, 2014.
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4.2. Meeting Set-up

The scoping meetings used an open-house format. At each meeting, attendees were greeted at the
entrance and asked to sign in as a way to provide a record of attendance, and so that they could be added
to the mailing list (see Attachment D for copies of the sign-in sheets). Attendees were informed about the
flow of information on the display boards in the room, and availability and location of comment forms
(Attachment E). Forest Service staff and members of the EIS consultant team circulated and were
available to answer questions.

Sevep informational display boards were arranged (Attachment E) in the following order around the
meeting rooms:
1. Welcome message to meeting attendees.
Description of the general purpose and need for the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS.
Description of the Proposed Action.

List of preliminary issues identified to date.

2
3
4. Map of the Proposed Action, including proposed ski trails, lifts, and roads.
5
6. NEPA process and schedule.

7

Description of different ways to submit comments.

Refreshments and handouts of the display boards, the Proposed Action map, comment form, and scoping
letter were provided at each meeting.

5. OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC AND AGENCY COMMENT

Members of the public and agency representatives were afforded several methods for providing scoping
comments. Comments could be submitted

e by mail to SWCA Environmental Consultants, 1220 SW Morrison St., Suite 700, Portland, OR
97205;

by fax to (503) 224-1851;

online via the project website at http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=43757;

via email at comments-northern-idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs.fed.us; or

in person at the Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District, Fernan or Smelterville offices, or Superior
Ranger District Office.

6. SCOPING COMMENT ANALYSIS

Public comments on the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS were analyzed and categorized using a
process called comment analysis. The comment analysis process consists of sorting comments, analyzing
them, entering the analysis into a database, and using database reports to summarize the concerns raised
in the comments. The goals of the analysis process are to

e ensure that every comment is considered,
o identify the concerns raised by all respondents,
e represent the breadth and depth of the public’s viewpoints and concerns as fairly as possible, and
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e present those concerns in such a way as to facilitate the Forest Service’s consideration of
comments.

Names, contact information, and letter text for all respondents who submitted comments were entered into
the Forest Service database CARA (Comment Analysis and Comment Application). Analysts then read
and coded all comments using the coding structure in CARA. Each comment was coded by action and
rationale (discussed below) and verified though a quality control process for accuracy and consistency.
Database reports tracked all input and allowed analysts to identify the public’s concerns and to analyze
the relationships among them. As part of the NEPA process, all comments were given equal
consideration, regardless of the method of their transmittal.

6.1.Coding Structure

Comments were assigned to one management issue/action (100-level code) and one or more affected
resources or rationales (200-level code). As needed, comments could also be assigned early attention
codes (500-level), which identified respondent requests for information, notice of appeal, letters requiring
detailed review, letters from government entities, or a request for a comment period extension. For
example, the following comment was assigned an action code of 132.03 (Snow management) and a
rationale code of 282.02 (Public health, safety).

[The Forest Service should look at] avalanche abatement. This is to insure the safety of
all personnel and the public.

A more detailed description of the coding structure used to sort public comments can be found in
Attachment F.

7. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENT

In all, 90 comment letters from individuals, businesses, non-governmental organizations (NGOSs), or
government entities were received for the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS, as follows:

63 letters from individual respondents, some of whom submitted multiple letters.

One letter from a federal agency (Environmental Protection Agency).

10 letters from state and local agencies.

12 letters from non-profit organizations or groups representing natural resources, historical, and
recreation interests.

o 4 letters from businesses or utility associations.

Attachment G, Demographics, provides a breakdown of submissions by delivery, letter, and organization
type. The attachment also provides contact information for all individuals who provided comments during
the public scoping period.

7.1.Scoping Topics

The following section summarizes the content of comments received during scoping for the Lookout Pass
Ski Area Expansion EIS. In addition to the topics discussed below, many commenters expressed either
general support or opposition to the proposed project. A detailed report containing all scoping period
comments is provided in Attachment F.
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7.1.1. Air Quality and Climate

Respondents noted that the EIS should ensure maintenance of air quality in the region and implement
mitigation measures to reduce vehicle emissions. Comments also requested that the EIS evaluate how
climate change may affect project area resources, and how implementation of the project may contribute
to or mitigate for climate change (through greenhouse gas emissions). Several commenters expressed
concern that snowmaking would increase water demand and could be affected by long-term climate
change.

7.1.2.Cultural Resources

One commenter noted that the Forest Service should consult with affected tribal governments and discuss
whether the proposed project would “affect tribal natural and/or cultural resources and address any
concerns of the tribes in accordance with federal tribal trust responsibilities.” Another respondent
requested that the Forest Service analyze and mitigate potential project effects to the Mullan Trail.

7.1.3.Fish and Wildlife Species, Habitat, and Movement

Several commenters requested that the EIS examine project effects to terrestrial and aquatic wildlife,
including the westslope cutthroat trout, bull trout, Idaho giant salamander, and other sensitive species.
Alternatives development, monitoring, project design features, and compensatory mitigation to minimize
wildlife effects from proposed roads, ski runs, facilities, and stream crossing structures were
recommended. Respondents also indicated that the EIS should evaluate effects to wildlife habitat
availability, connectivity, and movement from habitat removal, alternation, and fragmentation associated
with proposed project actions. In particular, comments requested a discussion of how proposed activities
would support the retention of large snags, downed logs, and large wood in streams while minimizing the
spread of invasive weeds.

7.1.4.Land Use

Respondents noted that project actions could affect other land uses within and adjacent to the project area.
In particular, comments requested an assessment of potential effects to state survey monuments and the
adjacent Stevens Peak inventoried roadless area, as well as clarification regarding whether access to
adjacent patented mine claims would be affected and what utility infrastructure would be required.
Comments included individual assessments of whether the project would be in compliance with local,
state, and federal land use—related plans, regulations, and permits, as well as requests for disclosure of this
compliance in the EIS. One commenter also requested that the ski area be required to purchase adjacent
private in-holdings as a mitigation measure to minimize future development in the area.

7.1.5.NEPA Process Concerns

Numerous respondents requested that the schedule for EIS completion be expedited. As one commenter
stated, “Please expedite the approval process so as to minimize cost impacts for Lookout Pass. | look
forward to taking my family to Lookout for years to come as long as they can provide good skiing at a
low price.” Other comments requested 1) additional public meetings in Mullan, Idaho, and Missoula,
Montana; 2) that the Forest Service analyze effects as an environmental assessment (EA) and disclose
costs associated with preparation of the NEPA document; and 3) that the Forest Service restrict studies
and analysis to critical resource issues. One respondent also requested that the comment period be
extended.
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7.1.6.Plant Communities and Invasive Species

Project effects to area plant life were of concern to several respondents. As one respondent noted, “The
NEPA document should identify whether there are any threatened, endangered, candidate, sensitive or
other plant species of concern within or near the project area that could be affected by proposed actions.”
Additionally, this respondent requested an assessment of invasive weed conditions and the use of best
management practices to reduce the likelihood of introduction and spread of invasive species.

7.1.7.Recreation

Recreation comments focused on six main topics: backcountry skier safety, skier displacement, recreation
access and parking, demand for ski area expansion, winter travel planning, and long-term ski expansion
plans.

7.1.7.1. BACKCOUNTRY SKIER SAFETY

For some commenters, potential increased safety risks for skiers leaving the ski area were of significant
concern. As one commenter stated, “This will encourage off-piste access into avalanche terrain by
inexperienced resort users without adequate avalanche safety training and appropriate avalanche safety
gear, endangering not only themselves but other users of these areas as well as members of search and
rescue organizations. Backcountry access, avalanche safety, and avalanche control procedures should be
addressed.” However, other respondents expressed trust in Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area’s
capacity to provide avalanche control and rapid skier rescue. One commenter requested that the EIS
clarify where the operational ski area boundary will be, if separate from the special-use permit boundary,
and disclose whether gates would be constructed to control unauthorized access.

7.1.7.2. SKIER DISPLACEMENT

Individual respondents expressed concern that the proposed ski area expansion will eliminate high-quality
terrain readily accessible to backcountry skiers, snowmaobilers, or summer users and reduce opportunities
for adventure and solitude in the area. This ski area expansion, some commenters stated, will also push
over-snow vehicles (OSVs) farther into the Copper Lake, Stevens Lake, Lone Lake, and Boulder Creek
drainages and adjoining terrain of the Stevens Peak area, leading to degraded backcountry experiences.
Respondents also stated that increased numbers of out-of-bound skiers will force OSVs to use the cross-
country ski trail on the south side of the creek, displacing skiers and increasing potential motorized/non-
motorized conflict. Comments requested a consideration of recreation impacts within and adjacent to the
expansion area.

7.1.7.3. WINTER RECREATION ACCESS AND PARKING

Numerous respondents expressed safety concerns over snowmobile and skier traffic using the same area
along the railroad grade, particularly if ski visitation continues to increase. Commenters noted that the
expanded parking would also make it more difficult for snowmobilers and grooming equipment to travel
across the area (due to vehicle operational limitations for traveling on plowed surfaces).

Some commenters felt that the proposed new parking area would not resolve parking needs and that
parking restrictions for winter and summer use needed to be further clarified; continued provision of a
snowmobile right-of-way and parking was identified as critical to maintaining access to area trail systems
and providing economic revenue for local businesses. One respondent suggested that there should be
consideration given to a designated snowmobile route along the edge of the parking lot to address safety
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concerns. Concern was also expressed that the proposed project would restrict existing road and trail use
in the project area.

7.1.7.4. DEMAND FOR SKI AREA EXPANSION

Several commenters requested additional information to support the project need for ski area expansion.
As one respondent stated, “We recommend that the EIS define ‘market demand’ and provide more
information regarding the number, timing and use preferences of recreational users at Lookout Pass Ski
[and Recreation] Area. Present evidence that a clear public need exists for the expansion, including the
current percentage utilization of the existing facility, on-slope skier densities and lift line length.”

7.1.7.5. DEVELOPMENT OF A WINTER TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLAN

Numerous commenters requested that the EIS not move forward until the Forest Service developed a
winter travel management plan for the area.

7.1.7.6. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF LOOKOUT PASS EXPANSION

Many commenters expressed concern that the EIS was not considering future expansion plans for
Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area in the St. Regis Basin and that these plans must be considered as
part of the cumulative or connected action analysis.

7.1.8. Roads

Commenters noted that the Forest Service should provide additional information regarding existing road
conditions and address how 1) proposed new and reconstructed permanent roads will be managed and
designed to minimize adverse environmental effects, and 2) temporary and unauthorized roads will be
closed, including restoration, monitoring, and enforcement activities. Comments also included a request
that the Forest Service consider alternatives for reducing the number of roads needed for the ski area
expansion and evaluate road impacts to adjacent inventoried roadless and unroaded areas.

7.1.9. Socioeconomic Conditions

Respondents provided both support for, and concern over, potential socioeconomic effects associated with
the proposed ski area expansion. Although some commenters identified the potential for increased
employment, tax base, and property values; improved health benefits; and other cultural benefits, others
expressed concern that expansion would increase ski resort ticket costs and negatively affect the long-
term economic viability of the ski area. Comments also requested that the Forest service look at potential
growth-related effects to area resources and the potential to set precedent for approval of other ski
expansion proposals in the area.

7.1.10. Visual Resources

Several commenters expressed concern over changes to the viewshed from proposed activities and
expressed a need for a visual assessment as part of the EIS analysis, as well as consideration of
alternatives that would lessen visual impacts.

7.1.11. Watershed Health

Concerns over project effects to the Willow Creek watershed, wetlands, tributaries, and the St. Regis
River were expressed by several respondents. Commenters noted that the proposed project activities could
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degrade water quality, change water flow, increase the risk of mud slides, and impact source water
supplies, and that mitigation and monitoring measures should be identified to minimize these impacts in
the EIS. As one example, it was recommended that either riparian habitat conservation areas (RHCAS) be
avoided or that a sufficient RHCA buffer be maintained. Other specific mitigation suggestions included
avoiding or minimizing stream crossings and designing crossing structures to protect aquatic species.
Commenters also requested that the EIS disclose effects to 303(d) listed waterbodies and compliance with
the Clean Water Act.

Two commenters stated that the Forest Service should discuss how logging would be conducted in
environmentally sensitive areas and evaluate impacts to sediment delivery, temperature, fish habitat, and
hydrology. Several mitigation measures—including timing of logging entry and low-impact logging
systems—uwere also suggested. One individual requested additional information regarding the removal
and sale of dead and live trees, particularly in regard to addressing safety hazards for skiers using adjacent
roads and off-trail “side country.”

7.2.1ssues

Based on the public and agency comments received during the scoping comment period, as well as
internal scoping concerns, the IDT identified a preliminary list of issues for the Lookout Pass Ski Area
Expansion EIS. Preliminary issues were separated into three categories: issues included in the EIS (key
issues and analysis issues) and issues that will not be impacted by the proposed project and therefore
eliminated from detailed analysis.

7.2.1. Key Issues

Key issues are defined as issues within the project scope of sufficient concern to drive the development of
the Proposed Action or additional action alternatives. The IDT identified the following key issues:

e Cultural resources: Effects to sites listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP).

e Recreation: Effects on opportunities for downhill skiing.

e Watershed health: Effects on water quality (sedimentation to streams), wetlands, and other
waterbodies of the U.S., and forest vegetation.

o Wildlife: Effects to suitable lynx habitat within the lynx analysis unit (LAU).

7.2.2.Analysis Issues

Analysis issues were not essential in developing action alternatives but must still be analyzed for potential

effects. For the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS, analysis issues consist of the following:

o Fish and other wildlife: Effects to threatened, endangered, or candidate species (grizzly bear);
sensitive terrestrial species (gray wolf, fisher, black-backed woodpecker); sensitive aquatic species
(e.g., Coeur d’Alene salamander, boreal toad, and northern leopard frog); management indicator
species (pileated woodpecker, elk, northern goshawk); and other species of interest (wolverine,
marten, migratory birds); and effects to stream habitat.

e Socioeconomics: Effects to the local economy (employment, wages, visitor spending, county tax
revenue).

o Soils: Effects on detrimental soil conditions and hazards.

e Special-status plants: Effects on habitats for sensitive plants and species of concern (subalpine, wet
forest, and moist forest plant guilds).
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e Visual: Effects on visual characteristics and compliance with the Forest Plans’ scenery integrity
objective designations.

e Water quantity: Effects to peak flows.

7.2.3.I1ssues Addressed but not Analyzed in Detail

Some issues identified during the scoping period were not carried forward for detailed analysis or
alternatives development in the DEIS because they are 1) too general; 2) already addressed by law,
regulation, Forest Plan, or other higher level decision; or 3) out of the scope of analysis. As noted above,
a detailed report containing all received comments is provided in Attachment F.

Issues not carried forward for the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS consist of the following:

Air quality and climate change
Changes to land use
NEPA process concerns
Specific recreation issues
o Backcountry skier safety
o Skier displacement
o Winter recreation access and snowmobile parking
o Development of a winter travel management plan
o Cumulative effects of future Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area expansion activities
e Specific plants and noxious weeds
e Specific fish and wildlife

Rationales for exclusion are provided by issue, below.

7.2.3.1. AIR QUALITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

The project area currently meets all federal air quality standards, and the Forest Service strictly complies
with current direction to protect and improve air quality, as follows:

e Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Act of 1974 (16 United States Code [USC] 1601), as
amended by the National Forest Management Act (16 USC 1602).

e Federal Land Management Policy Act of 1976 (43 USC 1701).
e Clean Air Act amendments of 1977 and 1990 (42 USC 7401-7626).

The Forest Service is a member of the Montana/ldaho Airshed Group, which is composed of members
who conduct a “major” amount of prescribed burning as well as the regulatory and health agencies that
regulate this burning. The intent of the Airshed Group is to minimize or prevent smoke impacts while
using fire to accomplish land management objectives and/or fuel hazard reduction. The monitoring unit of
the Montana/ldaho Airshed Group coordinates burning and smoke emissions to minimize smoke
accumulation and provides smoke dispersion forecasts and air quality monitoring support for burners in
the Airshed Group. Burn information is evaluated airshed by airshed to anticipate cumulative smoke
effects for the following day. Key factors include burn elevation, wind speed and direction, type of burn,
proximity to smoke-sensitive features, anticipated impacts from non-member burners, and any other
pertinent information made available at the time of the decision. The monitoring unit considers proposed
burns together with expected ventilation or smoke dispersion conditions and existing air quality to
determine burn recommendations for the following day (with concurrence from the Idaho and Montana
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Department of Environmental Quality). These procedures limit smoke accumulations to legal, acceptable
limits.

Because protocols are already in place to assure compliance with all legal and regulatory requirements
regarding air quality, this issue is not carried forward for analysis.

Assessment of project greenhouse gas emissions is also dismissed from further detailed direct and indirect
analysis because project emissions would be negligible and would result in insignificant differences
between the alternatives. Project greenhouse gas emissions may cumulatively contribute to global climate
change. Conversely, ongoing climate shifts may affect the proposed project’s operations and natural
resources. These trends are qualitatively disclosed in the EIS where applicable but, per Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) draft guidance, this discussion should “recognize the scientific limits ... to
accurately predict climate change effects, especially of a short-term nature, and not devote effort to
analyzing wholly speculative effects.”

7.2.3.2. LAND USE

None of the alternatives under consideration will change access to adjacent patented mine claims;
therefore, this issue is not carried forward for analysis. Utility infrastructure needs and compliance with
land use plans will not drive alternative design or analysis, but they are considered and disclosed in
Chapter 2 of the EIS.

The Stevens Peak inventoried roadless area is located south of the project area and would not be directly
impacted by proposed activities. The EIS discloses potential visual impacts to this roadless area and
discloses key visual scenery resources design features that will be implemented to reduce deviations to
the landscape form, line, color, texture, and pattern.

7.2.3.3. NEPA PROCESS CONCERNS

NEPA process concerns will not drive alternative design or analysis, but will be considered and
addressed, as applicable, throughout the NEPA process. All public involvement and agency coordination
efforts are disclosed in the EIS.

7.2.3.4. SPECIFIC RECREATION ISSUES

7.2.3.4.1.Backcountry Skier Safety

The issue of backcountry skier safety is considered beyond the project decision scope because the project
purpose and need is to improve developed, downhill skiing opportunities. Lookout Pass has identified an
operational ski area boundary that establishes the limits of where skiers are allowed to ski. This boundary
is disclosed in Chapter 2 of the EIS. Under all alternatives, Lookout Pass would post signs at the
boundary informing skiers that they have reached the boundary and that skiing beyond that point is not
allowed. Tt is the skier’s responsibility (per Idaho Statute 6-1106 and Montana Statute 23-2-736) to obey
all posted signs; any skier’s decision to ski beyond the boundary is conducted at their own risk and is not
under the control or responsibility of the Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area.

7.2.3.4.2.Skier Displacement

Based on discussions with local recreation groups, there is minimal winter snowmobiling and
backcountry skiing use within the proposed ski area expansion. Most activity occurs to the south and west
within the St. Regis Basin and is anticipated to continue to occur in that area regardless of which
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alternative is selected for the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion EIS. Because project effects would be
minor and would result in insignificant differences between the alternatives, the issue of recreational skier
displacement from high-quality terrain is dismissed from further analysis.

The related issue of skier displacement from area cross-country trails is also dismissed from further
analysis because public concerns can be addressed through application of project design features.
Implementation of out-of-bounds skiing restrictions for all alternatives (see Backcounty Skier Safety
section) should restrict the extent of backcountry skier activity and subsequent potential increase in
overlapping use of the same travel routes by motorized and non-motorized users. Grading and widening a
portion of existing NFS Road 18591 under any action alternative may also help reduce potential
motorized and non-motorized congestion near the base of Lift 2.

7.2.3.4.3.Winter Recreation Access and Parking

Existing project area roads and trails currently open to motorized and non-motorized public use would
remain open under all alternatives. Additionally, the Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area has
committed to posting traffic signs within designated parking areas to improve parking lot safety. To
respond to public comments, the Forest Service has provided updated maps and has revised text clarifying
this issue in Chapter 2 of the EIS.

Based on discussions with local recreation groups and internal IDT evaluation, no technically feasible
alternative snowmobile route was identified to re-route users around proposed and existing ski parking
areas. A potential alternative parking lot site was identified, but the Forest Service has made a preliminary
determination that the site is not likely to be technically or economically feasible to construct and is
outside of the scope of the project. Therefore, this issue is not carried forward for analysis at this time.

7.2.3.4.4.Development of a Winter Travel Management Plan

Development of a winter travel management plan for the area is considered beyond the project decision
scope, beause a winter travel management plan is not required for the project area. Should the Forest
Service require the IPNFs and LNF to prepare a winter travel management plan during preparation of the
EIS, this issue will be revisited. All alternatives considered for the EIS do not constrain any future travel
management planning outside of the special-use permit area.

7.2.3.4.5. Cumulative Effects of Lookout Pass Expansion

Consideration of future expansion plans for the Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area in the St. Regis
Basin is considered beyond the project decision scope because, per CEQ regulations, cumulative actions
must be reasonably foreseeable, and the ski area does not currently have any documented plans filed with
the Forest Service for a Phase 2 expansion.

7.2.3.5. SPECIFIC PLANTS AND NOXIOUS WEEDS

No endangered plants are listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for the IPNFs or LNF.
Potential exists for the threatened water howellia (Howellia aquatilis) and Spalding’s catchfly (Silene
spaldingii) to occur, but these species are not known to be present in the proect area (Goodnow 2015),
and no individuals or populations were identified in the project area during the 2015 field surveys.

Table 3 provides a list of sensitive plant species or Forest Species of Concern with potential to occur in
the project area. No individuals or populations were identified in the project area during 2015 field
surveys, with the exception of whitebark pine, which is analyzed in the EIS.

11
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Table 3. List of Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Plants Investigated with Associated Presence in

Project Area

Common Name Scientific Name Suitable Habitat Plant Found?
Found?
Maidenhair spleenwort Asplenium trichomanes yes no
Deerfern Blechum spicant yes no
Upswept moonwort Botrychium ascendens yes no
Dainty moonwort B. crenulatum yes no
Triangle moonwort B. lanceolatum yes no
Slender moonwort B. lineare yes no
Mingan moonwort B. minganense yes no
Western goblin B. montanum yes no
Peculiar moonwort B. paradoxum yes no
Stalked moonwort B. pedunculosum yes no
Northwestern moonwort B. pinnatum yes no
Least moonwort B. simplex yes no
Leafless bug-on-a-stick moss Buxbaumia aphylla yes no
Green bug-on-a-stick moss Buxbaumia aphylla yes no
Bvuxbaum's sedge Carex buxbaumii yes no
Clustered lady's slipper Cypripedium fasciculatum yes no
Greater yellow lady's slipper C. parviflorum var. pubescens no no
Creeping snowberry Gaultheria hispidula yes no
Britton's dry rock moss Grimmia brittoniae yes no
Clear moss Hookeria lucens yes no
Ground pine Lycopodium dendroideum yes no
Chickweed monkeyflower Mimulus alsinoides yes no
Northern beechfern Phegoteris connectilis yes no
White bark pine Pinus albicaulis yes yes
Braun's hollyfern Polystichum braunii yes no
Naked mnium Rhizomnium nudum yes no
Krushea Streptopus streptopoides yes no
Sierra wood fern Thelypteris nevadensis yes no
Short-styled sticky tofieldia Triantha occidentalis spp. no no
brevistyla
Idaho barren strawberry Waldsteniaidahoensis yes no

Three noxious weed species were identified by SWCA during 2015 field surveys: spotted knap weed
(Centaurea stoebe), bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare), and common St. John’s-wort (Hypericum perforatum).
Noxious weed treatment in the project area is guided by the IPNFs Noxious Weeds Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (Forest Service 2000) and LNF Noxious Weed
Management FEIS and Record of Decision (Forest Service 1991). Weed treatment and prevention
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practices used in conjunction with the proposed activities will reduce but not totally eliminate the
possibility of weed spread; however, Forest Plan objectives for noxious weed management will be met.
For those reasons, no further analysis or disclosure to effects to noxious weeds is warranted.

7.2.3.6. SPECIFIC FISH AND WILDLIFE

Table 4 lists fish and wildlife species that were evaluated, but not analyzed in detail. Rationale to dismiss
these species from further analysis is based on their presence in the project area and/or whether or not

suitable habitat exists.

Table 4. Fish and Wildlife Species not Analyzed in Detail

Common Name
Scientific Name

Status

Rationale for Dismissal

Bull trout
Salvelinus confluentus

Federal Threatened

May be present. Please see following section for rationale.

Kootenai white sturgeon
Acipenser transmontanus

Endangered

Not present. The distribution of this species does not occur in the
project area.

Western Pearlshell

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area

Margaritifera falcata (large river systems).

Woodland caribou Endangered Not present. There are no known populations that occur near the
Rangifer tarandus caribou project area.

Yellow-billed cuckoo Threatened Not present. The distribution of species does not occur in the

Coccyzus americanus

project area, and there is no suitable habitat for the species in the
project area.

American peregrine falcon
Falco peregrinus

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(cliffs).

Bald eagle
Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area.

Black swift
Cypseloides niger

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable nesting habitat for the species in the project
area (waterfalls and cliff faces).

Common loon
Gavia immer

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(lakes)

Flammulated owl
Otus flammeolus

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(lower elevation ponderosa pine).

Harlequin duck
Histrionicus histrionicus

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(mountain streams). The species does not occur west of the St.
Regis River.

Pygmy nuthatch
Sitta pygmaea

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(ponderosa pine forest).

Bighorn sheep
Ovis canadensis

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area

Fringed myotis
Myotis thysanodes

Forest Service Sensitive

The species is not known to occur near the project area.

Northern bog lemming
Synaptomys borealis

Forest Service Sensitive

There is no suitable habitat for the species in the project area
(bogs and fens).

Townsend's big-eared bat
Plecotus townsendii

Forest Service Sensitive

This species is not known to occur near the project area.

13
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7.2.3.6.1.Bull Trout

Although bull trout could be present in the project area, the species would not be affected by the Proposed
Action because of the following factors:

1. The ski area special-use permit boundary is 24 miles upstream of the nearest designated critical
habitat for bull trout, mapped up to river mile 12.5 on the St. Regis River.

2. The special-use permit boundary is in the St. Regis River headwaters (Hydrologic Unit Code
170102040801) of the Middle Clark Fork River Core Area for bull trout (USFWS 2014; Forest
Service 2013). No bull trout are known to occupy the St. Regis River headwaters adjacent to the
special-use permit boundary because bull trout access to these streams is blocked by a barrier
under Interstate 90 at river mile 34.2 (Forest Service 2013). This fish barrier is approximately 2
miles downstream of the ski area parking lot.

3. Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks historical fish sampling records indicate bull trout up to river
mile 15.3, approximately 21 miles downstream of the special-use permit boundary. No bull trout
were observed in the St. Regis River headwaters during fish sampling conducted in 2013 and
2014.

4. Best management practice implementation required by the Inland Native Fish Strategy would
ensure that no sedimentation occurs in downstream reaches occupied by fish, including bull trout.
Additionally, a recent study of stream crossing replacements on NFS roads finds that during
culvert replacement, turbidity values 0.5 mile downstream were similar to results measured
upstream of the culvert replacement. The closest distance to potential bull trout occupancy is
anywhere from 2 to 21 miles downstream from proposed surface-disturbing activities from the
project.

5. All fish-bearing streams would have stream crossings designed to provide aquatic organism
passage, ensuring that fragmentation of aquatic habitat would not occur.

For the reasons listed above, the Proposed Action would have no effect on bull trout species or bull trout
designated critical habitat and is dismissed from further analysis.
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Done at Washington, DG, this 31st day of
March 2014.

Catherine E. Woteki,

Under Secretary for Research, Education and
Economics.

[FR Doc. 2014-07574 Filed 4-3-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Research Service

Notice of Intent To Grant Exclusive
License

AGENCY: Agricultural Research Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Research Service, intends
to grant to Eureka Genomics
Corporation of Hercules, California, an
exclusive license to the Federal
Government’s rights in U.S. Patent
Application Serial No. 13/824,348,
“SCALABLE CHARACTERIZATION OF
NUCLEIC ACIDS BY PARALLEL
SEQUENCING”, filed on March 15,
2013.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 5, 2014.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to: USDA,
ARS, Office of Technology Transfer,
5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Rm. 4-1174,
Beltsville, Maryland 20705-5131.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: June
Blalock of the Office of Technology
Transfer at the Beltsville address given
above; telephone: 301-504-5989.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The patent
rights in this invention are co-owned by
the United States of America, as
represented by the Secretary of
Agriculture, and Eureka Genomics
Corporation of Hercules, California. The
prospective exclusive license will grant
to the co-owner, Eureka Genomics
Corporation, an exclusive license to the
Federal Government’s patent rights. It is
in the public interest to so license this
invention as Eureka Genomics
Corporation of Hercules, California has
submitted a complete and sufficient
application for a license. The
prospective exclusive license will be
royalty-bearing and will comply with
the terms and conditions of 35 U.S.C.
209 and 37 CFR 404.7. The prospective
exclusive license may be granted unless,
within thirty (30) days from the date of
this published Notice, the Agricultural
Research Service receives written
evidence and argument which
establishes that the grant of the license
would not be consistent with the

requirements of 35 U.S.C. 209 and 37
CFR 404.7.

Mojdeh Bahar,

Assistant Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2014—07553 Filed 4—3-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Idaho Panhandle National Forests and
Lolo National Forest; Shoshone
County, ID and Mineral County, MT;
Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion
Third-Party Environmental Impact
Statement

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: The Idaho Panhandle
National Forests (IPNFs) and Lolo
National Forest (LNF) are preparing an
environmental impact statement (EIS) to
consider and disclose the anticipated
environmental effects of a proposal from
Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area
(Lookout Pass) to expand its special use
permit to upgrade and develop new
lifts, ski terrain, parking, access roads,
and guest service facilities. The
proposed project is located
approximately 12 miles east of Wallace,
Idaho, on National Forest System (NFS)
lands within Shoshone County, Idaho,
and Mineral County, Montana.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope
of the analysis must be received by May
5, 2014. The Draft EIS is expected to be
available for public review in winter
2015 and the Final EIS is expected in
summer 2016.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
SWCA Environmental Consultants, 1220
SW Morrison St., Suite 700, Portland,
OR 97205. Comments may also be sent
via email to comments-northern-
idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs.fed.us,
via facsimile to (503) 224—-1851, online
through the project Web site at http://
www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-
pop.php?project=43757, or in-person at
the Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District,
Fernan or Smelterville offices, or the
Superior Ranger District. Include
“Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion
Third-Party EIS” in the subject line.
Comments submitted electronically
must be searchable or readable with
optical character recognition software.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Additional information related to the
proposed project can be obtained from
the project Web site, http://
www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-

pop.php?project=43757, by contacting
the Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion
Third-Party EIS NEPA Contractor, Sue
Wilmot, at (503) 224—0333 ext. 6324, or
by emailing: swilmot@swca.com.
Further information will also be made
available at three public open houses:

e April 22, 2014, 5-7 p.m. at the
Black Diamond Ranch (120 Borgia
Haugan Frontage Rd., De Borgia, MT).

e April 23, 2014, 5-7 p.m. at the
Wallace Inn (100 Front Street, Wallace,
Idaho).

e April 24, 2014, 5-7 p.m. at the
Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office
(3815 Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho).

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern
Time, Monday through Friday.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose and Need for Action: The
purpose of the proposed Lookout Ski
Area Expansion is to provide a high-
quality downhill skiing recreational
opportunity on the IPNFs and LNF.
Lookout Pass ski terrain is insufficient
to meet market demands, resulting in
diminished recreational experiences
and reduced economic viability for the
ski area. In the Lookout Pass Ski and
Recreation Area Master Development
Plan, Lookout Pass specifically
identified three social, economic, or
physical factors that necessitate the
development of additional terrain in
order to ensure continued, publicly
acceptable ski operations. These factors
are (1) diminished skier experiences
associated with overcrowding, increased
skier congestion, decreased safe
operating conditions, and inefficient
skier transport during high-visitation
days as well as inefficient skier
transport and trail use on low-visitation
days; (2) current ski terrain distribution
that does not match market demand;
and (3) concerns over the economic
viability of Lookout Pass and its ongoing
contribution to the local economy.
Expansion of Lookout Pass would
address these needs by providing more
skiable terrain and more efficient lift
systems to enable the ski area to remain
economically viable while ensuring a
high-quality recreation experience for a
wider range and number of skiers. This
action would move the ski area toward
a desired condition outlined in the
Idaho Panhandle National Forests Land
Management Plan and the Lolo National
Forest Plan and respond to the Forest
Plans’ goals and objectives.

Proposed Action: The IPNFs and LNF
propose to expand the existing Lookout
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Pass boundary through a new special
use permit to encompass an additional
650 acres of Forest Service lands.
Administration of these lands is split
between the IPNFs in Shoshone County,
Idaho, and the LNF in Mineral County,
Montana. Approximately 55% of the
additional acreage would fall within the
IPNF's and 45% would fall within the
LNF.

Ski Trails and Terrain: The Proposed
Action would construct 15 new ski
trails, providing a total of 85 new acres
of traditional ski terrain. New connector
ski trails would add about 24 acres of
novice terrain and provide access to
proposed and existing lifts and terrain.
The remaining 61 acres would provide
new low intermediate to advanced
intermediate terrain and reduce
crowding and skier conflicts on high-
visitation days.

Construction of traditional terrain ski
trails would require the removal of all
trees within the ski trail corridor. Some
partial removal would also occur along
ski trail edges and in leave islands.
Timber harvest during ski trail
construction would be conducted using
ground-based yarding systems and
slash, including limbs and large woody
debris, would be either removed or
burned.

In addition to traditional ski terrain,
creation of about 9 acres of gladed
terrain is proposed. Beetle-killed and
infested trees would be removed, and
wood waste would be chipped and used
for erosion control, cut for firewood, or
piled and burned on site.

Lifts: Lift 1 would be upgraded from
a two-passenger lift to a four-passenger
lift to increase skier capacity. A new
drive terminal, a return terminal, and 14
line towers would be installed to
support this upgrade. Existing access
roads would be used for construction
and maintenance of upgraded Lift 1; no
new road construction would be
required.

Two new lifts—Lifts 5 and 6—would
be constructed in the proposed
expansion area to provide skier access
to new traditional and gladed terrain.
Lift construction would occur within
tree-cleared corridors. Lift 5 would be
approximately 5,200 feet long with a
vertical rise of approximately 1,300 feet.
It would serve six trails and provide
access to the Lift 6 ski trails. Lift 5
would be installed as a fixed-grip lift for
two, three, or four passengers. Lift 6
would serve six trails and would
provide access back to the Lift 5 trails.
The lift would be approximately 2,800
feet long with a vertical rise of
approximately 800 feet, and would be
installed as a fixed-grip, two-passenger
lift.

Lift terminals and towers would be
transported to each site using logging
equipment (forwarders, tractors, or
skidders).

Powerline: Proposed Lifts 5 and 6
would be powered via an underground
power cable extending from the bottom
of existing Lift 1 to the bottom drive
terminals of proposed Lifts 5 and 6. The
approximately 12,000 feet of buried
cable would be installed within new
and existing ski trails and along
proposed temporary roads.

The powerline would cross one
unnamed spring-fed creek near the base
of Lift 6. The cable would be either
directionally drilled under the creek or
installed using an open-cut method. The
creek would be restored to pre-
construction or better condition, and
erosion and sediment control measures
would be installed to reduce streambank
and upland erosion and sediment
transport into the waterbody.

Parking: The Proposed Action would
add 6.6 acres of parking to
accommodate an additional 130
vehicles and buses. Approximately 50
parking spaces and a turn-around area
would be added north of the existing
overflow parking area. Ingress and
egress for users of the Northern Pacific
Railroad Trail would be maintained. An
additional 80 parking spaces would be
created in two locations south of the
existing paved parking area; one on the
west side of the access road and another
on the west side of the existing railroad
grade. Ingress and egress for other users
would be maintained.

No snowmobile off-loading or trailer
parking would be designated or
permitted within the special use area
boundary.

Maintenance Facilities: A new
maintenance shop and adjacent concrete
fuel tank pad would be constructed just
south of the existing fueling pad station
to support ski operations. A 0.03-mile
new, permanent gravel road would be
constructed to provide access between
the maintenance facilities and the lodge.

Guest Service Facilities (ski patrol
service building and restroom): A ski
patrol service building and warming hut
would be constructed at the top of
proposed Lifts 5 and 6. The log structure
would be similar to the existing ski
patrol service building and would be
powered by propane or fuel cell
technology to provide heat and light.

The Proposed Action would also
include construction of a two-stall
Romtec restroom structure in the
vicinity of the proposed Lift 5 bottom
terminal, just off existing NFS Road
18591 along a proposed new permanent
road.

Roads and Access: Approximately 4.3
miles of existing and new roads would
be constructed or reconstructed to
Forest Service standards by the
permittee to facilitate timber harvest
and Lookout Pass maintenance and
operations. These roads would be closed
to public travel during project
implementation and after completion.

Entry to the project area during the
timber harvest and construction phases
would occur via existing NFS Roads
9132, 4208, 18591, and 3026A, requiring
approximately 0.5 mile of
reconstruction on Road 18591.

Approximately 2.2 miles of new,
permanent roads would also be
constructed to provide long-term,
annual use by Lookout Pass for
maintenance and operations. Planned
new permanent roads would be
constructed to Forest Service standards.
Motorized vehicle access would be
permitted for Forest Service
administrative use and by Lookout Pass
for maintenance and operations, but all
other motorized access would be
prohibited.

Approximately 1.6 miles of temporary
roads would be constructed, primarily
on existing ski trails, jeep tracks, or
other primitive trails and unmanaged
Forest Service roads to minimize
vegetation and soil disturbance.
Temporary roads would be constructed
for logging of a single entry only and
would be decommissioned following
this activity.

Low-impact temporary roads would
also be needed to access the lift tower
locations. These would be made with a
small trackhoe traversing cross-country
and removed at the conclusion of
construction activities.

Upon construction of the proposed
new permanent road, Forest Service
Undetermined Roads 37315 and 37315—
1 would be decommissioned. These
roads provide duplicate access to areas
that would be accessed by the proposed
new permanent road and represent a
higher risk to area resources because
they are not managed by the Forest
Service or constructed to current Forest
Service-specified road standards.

Forest Plan Amendment: The
Proposed Action would include an
amendment to the Lolo National Forest
Plan. This amendment would change
approximately 173 acres from
Management Area (MA) 9 (concentrated
public use), 13 acres from MA 13
(riparian areas), and 107 acres from MA
24 (timber production with high visual
sensitivity) to MA 8 (ski areas).

For the IPNFs, the Proposed Action
would change approximately 85 acres
from MA 1 (timber production) and 89
acres from MA 9 (non-forest lands) to



18880

Federal Register/Vol. 79, No. 65/Friday, April 4,

2014 / Notices

MA 17 (developed recreation) under the
current Idaho Panhandle National
Forests Land Management Plan (referred
to as the Forest Plan). However, if any
of the action alternatives are selected as
part of the record of decision for the
IPNF’s ongoing Forest Plan revision, all
lands potentially affected by the
Proposed Action would fall within MA
7 (primary recreation areas) and would
not require a Forest Plan amendment.

Responsible Official: Mary
Farnsworth, Forest Supervisor, Idaho
Panhandle National Forests, 3815
Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
83815.

Nature of Decision To Be Made: Based
on the analysis that will be documented
in the forthcoming EIS, the responsible
official will decide whether or not to
amend the current special use permit to
implement, in whole or in part, the
Proposed Action or another alternative
that may be developed by the Forest
Service as a result of scoping.

Scoping Process: This notice of intent
initiates the scoping process, which
guides the development of the EIS. The
Forest Service is soliciting comments
from federal, state, and local agencies
and other individuals or organizations
that may be interested in or affected by
implementation of the proposed project.
Public questions and comments
regarding this proposal are an integral
part of this environmental analysis
process. Input provided by interested
and/or affected individuals,
organizations, and governmental
agencies will be used to identify
resource issues that will be analyzed in
the Draft EIS. The Forest Service will
use the significant issues raised during
the scoping process to formulate
alternatives, prescribe mitigation
measures and project design features,
and analyze environmental effects.

It is important that reviewers provide
their comments at such times and in
such manner that they are useful to the
agency’s preparation of the EIS.
Therefore, comments should be
provided prior to the close of the
comment period and should clearly
articulate the reviewer’s specific facts,
concerns, or issues, and the supporting
reasons.

Comments received in response to
this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be part of the public record for this
Proposed Action. Comments submitted
anonymously will be accepted and
considered; however, anonymous
comments will not allow the Forest
Service to provide the respondent with
subsequent environmental documents.

Dated: March 28, 2014.
Lisa A. Timchak,
Acting Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 201407524 Filed 4-3—-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Siuslaw Resource Advisory Committee
Meetings

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meetings.

SUMMARY: The Siuslaw Resource
Advisory Committee (RAC) will meet in
Corvallis, Oregon. The committee is
authorized under the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act (Pub. L. 110-343)
(the Act) and operates in compliance
with the Federal Advisory Committee
Act. The purpose of the committee is to
improve collaborative relationships and
to provide advice and recommendations
to the Forest Service concerning projects
and funding consistent with Title II of
the Act. The meetings are open to the
public. The purpose of the meetings is
to recommend projects for Title II
funding.

DATES: The meetings will be held from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the following dates:
e May 8, 2014
e May 28, 2014
e June 6, 2014

All RAC meetings are subject to
cancellation. For status of meeting prior
to attendance, please contact the person
listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
Siuslaw National Forest Headquarters,
Conference Room 20 A, 3200 SW
Jefferson Way, Corvallis, Oregon 97331.

Written comments may be submitted
as described under SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION. All comments, including
names and addresses when provided,
are placed in the record and are
available for public inspection and
copying. The public may inspect
comments received at Siuslaw National
Forest Headquarters. Please call ahead
to facilitate entry into the building.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joni
Quarnstrom, RAC Coordinator, by
phone at 541-750-7075 or via email at
jquarnstrom@fs.fed.us.

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time, Monday through Friday.

Please make requests in advance for sign
language interpreting, assistive listening
devices or other reasonable
accommodation for access to the facility
or procedings by contacting the person
listed above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additional RAC information, including
the meeting agenda and the meeting
summary/minutes can be found at the
following Web site: www.fs.usda.gov/
siuslaw/rac. The agenda will include
time for people to make oral statements
of three minutes or less. Individuals
wishing to make an oral statement
should request in writing at least 2 days
before the meeting date to be scheduled
on the agenda. Anyone who would like
to bring related matters to the attention
of the committee may file written
statements with the committee staff
before or after the meeting. Written
comments and requests for time for oral
comments must be sent to Joni
Quarnstrom, RAC Coordinator, Siuslaw
National Forest Headquarters, 3200 SW
Jefferson Way, Corvallis, Oregon 97331;
or by email to jquarnstrom@fs.fed.us or
via facsimile to 541-750-7234.

Meeting Accommodations: If you are
a person requiring reasonable
accommodation, please make requests
in advance for sign language
interpreting, assistive listening devices
or other reasonable accommodation for
access to the facility or proceedings by
contacting the person listed in the
section titled FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. All reasonable
accommodation requests are managed
on a case by case basis.

Dated: March 26, 2014.
Jeremiah C. Ingersoll,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 2014—07437 Filed 4—-3-14; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3411-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Del Norte Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meetings.

SUMMARY: The Del Norte Resource
Advisory Committee (RAC) will meet in
Crescent City, California. The committee
is authorized under the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act (Pub. L 110-343) (the
Act) and operates in compliance with
the Federal Advisory Committee Act.
The purpose of the committee is to
improve collaborative relationships and
to provide advice and recommendations


http://www.fs.usda.gov/siuslaw/rac
http://www.fs.usda.gov/siuslaw/rac
mailto:jquarnstrom@fs.fed.us
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Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party Environmental Impact
Statement Scoping Meetings '

The U.S. Forest Service 1s seeking your involvement with a proposal by
Lockout Pass Ski and Recreation Area to expand its special use permit.
The proposal would allow the ski area to upgrade and davelop new lifts,
ski terrain, parking, access roads, and guest service facilities. The Forest
Service will be preparing an environmental impact statement to disclose
the potential environmental impacts asscciated with the proposed action
and potential alternatives.

Three public meetings have been scheduled to allow attendees to view
project information, ask questions, and submit comments.

April 22, 2014
De Borgia, MT: Black Diamond Ranch, 120 De Borgla Haugan Frontage
Rd, 5-7 PM

April 23, 2014
Wallage, ID: Wallace Inn, 100 Front Street, 5-7 PM

April 24, 2014
Coeur d'Alene, ID: Coeur d'Alene Forest Superviscrs Office, 3815
Schreibar Way, 5-7 PM

Comiments can be submitted:

= by mail to SWCA, 1220 SW Monison St, Suite 700, Pertland, OR 97205
« by fax to (503) 224-1851

« online via project website at

hitp:/fwww fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=43757

+ via email at comments-northern-idpanhandle-cosur-dalene @fs.fed.us

» in-person at the Coeur d'Alene River Ranger District, Fernan or Smelt-
arville offices, or Superior Ranger District Office

All comments must be postmarked by May 5, 2014.
#20338832 April 13 & 20, 2014
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Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion
Third-Party Environmental Impact
Statement Scoping Meetings

The U.S. Forest Service is seeking your involvement
‘with a proposal by Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation
Area to expand its special use permit. The proposall
would allow the ski area to upgrade and develop
new lifts, ski terrain, parking, access roads, and
guest service facilities. The Forest Service will

be preparing an environmental impact statement

to disclose the potential environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action and potential
alternatives. - ‘

Three public meetings have been scheduled to
allow attendees to view project information, ask
questions, and submit comments.

April 22, 2014
De Borgia, MT: Black Diamond Ranch, 120 De
Borgia Haugan Frontage Rd, 5-7 PM~

April 23, 2014
Wallace, ID: Wallace Inn, 100 Front Street, 5-7 PM

April 24, 2014 ‘
Coeur d’Alene, ID: Coeur d'Alene Forest
‘Supervisors Office, 3815 Schreiber Way, 5-7 PM

Comments can be submitted:
= by mail to SWCA, 1220 SW Morrison St.,
Suite 700, Poriland, OR 97205 -
s by fax to (503) 224-1851
« online via project website at
hitp:/fwww.fs.fed.us/nepalfs-usda-pop.
php?project=43757
» via email at comments-northern-
. idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs fed.us
= in-person at the Coeur d'Alene River
Ranger District, Fernan or Smeherville
offices, or Superior Ranger District Office

All comments must be postmarked by May 5, 2014.
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April 7, Hackenbruck, Joseph
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April 8, Smith, Lioyd, C., Sear-

April 8, Larsen, David Lee,
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zone speed limir established by de-

April 9,

Speed-
ing on
interstate-
exceed day

individualized these claims
can be, we highly recom-
mend that veterans see us
with their specific questions
to ensure the accuracy of
answers. We could be happy
to meet with you and assist
you in any way we can.

For questions please
call us directly at 406-542-
2501.

Montana Nightriders
Snowmobile Club ‘

Join us for snowmobile
iding fun and functions,
All riders and families wel-
ome.

We meet the first Satur-
lay of the month from Oc-
ober-April at various places
n the west end of Mineral
ounty but this can vary so
heck our website montana-

ightriders.com to confirm. -

Call Brennan at 406-544-
416 for more informartion,

Mineral County Re-
vurce Advisory group

The Mineral . Counry
esource Advisory  Group
eets every Wednesday

in the Commissioner’s
vom of the Courthouse at
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MCH Board of Direc-
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r Council, Inc. meets
fourch Thursday of each
nth at 10 am. in the
nference Room of the St
is Senior Citizen’s Cen-
All meetings are open
he public. For more in-
nation, call (406) 280-
7

Need help with diabetes
Have you been diag-
d  with diabetes? Do
have questions and

want  answers?, Jennifer
Troupe, CDE, Board Certi-
fled in Advanced Diabetes
Management, a Diabetes
Educator, and Registered
Dietician will be speaking
on April 15th, at 7 p.m. at
the
Building for those . interese-
ed. This is being sponsored
by the Mineral County
Community Qutreach Pro-
gram. Questions call Mary
Jo at 822-2213. Free with
refreshments.

Montana Dept. of Mili-
tary Affairs

3rd Wednesday of Every
month _

Next meeting: April 16,
2014

Superior 10 a.m. to 12
p-m. at the Mineral County
Chamber Office -+~
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546-9778 . |

Baster service

St. Mary Queen of Heay-
en Church is offering Easter
service at noon in Superior.
Everyone is welcome!

Easter Cantana

The Mineral County
Community Choir and Or-
chestra will be performing
an Baster Cantata on Satur.
day, April 19th ar 3:00pm
at the LDS Church in Su-
perior. The Cantata will he
directed by Derek Larson
(St. Regis School music
teacher) and accompanied
by Nancy Wilson of Supe-
rior. Members of the choir/
orchestra consist of folks
from chroughout Minerai
County. The Community
Chime Choir will also per-
form under the direction
of Nancy Wilson. This is
open te everyone and there
is no charge for admission.
‘The program will last ap-
proximately one hour.
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Lockout Pass Ski Area Expansion
Third-Party Environmental Impact
Statement Scoping Meetings

The U.S. Forest Service is seeking your involvement
with a proposal by Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation
Area to expand its special use permit. The proposai
would allow the ski area to upgrade and develop
new lifts, ski terrain, parking, access roads, and
guest service facilities. The Forest Servica will

be preparing an environmental impact stafement

to disclose the potential environmental impacts
associated with the proposed action and potential
alternatives. - U '

Three public meetings have been scheduted to
allow attendees to view project information, ask
questions, and submit comments.

April 22, 2014
De Borgia, MT: Black Diamond Ranch, 120 De
Borgia Haugan Frontage Rd, 5-7 P

April 23, 2014 . :
Wallace, ID: Wallace Inn, 100 Front Street, 57 P

April 24, 2014
Coeur d’Alene, ID: Coeur d’Alene Forest
Supervisors Office, 3815 Schrsiber Way, 5-7 PM

Comments can be submitted: _

* by mail to SWCA, 1220 sw Morrison St
Suite 700, Portland, OR 97205

* by fax to (503) 224-1851

* * online via project website at

http://www.fs.fed,us/nepaffs—usda~pop. ‘
php?project=43757

* via email at comments-norther-
idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs.fed.us

* in-person at the Coeur d’Alene River
Ranger District, Fernan or Smelterville

offices, or Superior Ranger District Office

All comments must be postmarked by May 5, 2014.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE-FOREST SERVICE

Contact: Jason Kirchner (jdkirchner@fs.fed.us)

Idaho Panhandle National Forests Public Affairs Officer
Phone: (208) 765-7211

Release Date: 4/7/14

Forest Service Schedules Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party Environmental
Impact Statement Public Scoping Meetings

Coeur d’Alene, ID — The Idaho Panhandle National Forests and Lolo National Forest will be
hosting three public scoping meetings for the proposed Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-
Party Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The purpose of the meetings will be to provide
information on the proposed project and to give members of the public the opportunity to ask
questions of the U.S. Forest Service team leader and resource specialists. The public will also be
able to provide comments on potential issues and alternatives to consider in the Draft EIS.

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests and Lolo National Forest are providing this opportunity as
part of the preparation of an EIS to disclose the anticipated environmental effects of a proposal
from Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area to expand its special use permit. The proposal would
allow the ski area to upgrade and develop new lifts, ski terrain, parking, access roads, and guest
service facilities. The proposed project is located approximately 12 miles east of Wallace, Idaho,
on National Forest System lands within Shoshone County, Idaho, and Mineral County, Montana.

“Public participation at these meetings is vital to help identify important questions and concerns
early on in the process,” notes Chad Hudson, the Coeur d’Alene River District Ranger
overseeing the project. According to Mr. Hudson, “the Forest Service will use this information to
develop alternatives, analyze environmental effects, and even possibly establish mitigation
measures in the EIS.”

All scoping meetings will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Meetings will take place in De Borgia
on April 22, 2014 at the Black Diamond Ranch (120 De Borgia Haugan Frontage Rd), in
Wallace on April 23, 2014 at the Wallace Inn (100 Front St.), and on April 24, 2014 in Coeur
d’Alene at the Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office (3815 Schreiber Way).

Scoping comments will be accepted through May 5, 2014, and can be submitted at the public
meetings, faxed to (503) 224-1851, emailed to comments-northern-idpanhandle-coeur-
dalene@fs.fed.us, submitted online via the project website at http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-
pop.php?project=43757, dropped off at the Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District, Fernan or
Smelterville offices, or the Superior Ranger District Office, or mailed to SWCA Environmental
Consultants, 1220 SW Morrison St., Suite 700, Portland, OR 97205. In all correspondence please
put “Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS” in the subject line and include your
name, address, and organization name if commenting as a representative of an organization.

More information on the project can be found at http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-
pop.php?project=43757.


mailto:jdkirchner@fs.fed.us
http://fs.usda.gov/ipnf

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE-FOREST SERVICE

Contact: Jason Kirchner

(jdkirchner@fs.fed.us)

Idaho Panhandle National Forests Public Affairs Officer
Phone: (208) 765-7211

Release Date: 4/7/14

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (30 seconds)

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party Environmental Impact Statement

The U.S. Forest Service will be hosting three public scoping meetings for the proposed Lookout
Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The meetings will
provide information about the proposed project and allow the public to comment on potential

issues and alternatives to consider in the Draft EIS.

Scoping meetings will be held in Shoshone County, Idaho and Mineral County, Montana from
April 22" to April 24™, 2014. All meetings will take place from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. For more

information, contact the NEPA Contractor, Sue Wilmot at (503) 224-0333.


mailto:jdkirchner@fs.fed.us
http://fs.usda.gov/ipnf

LOOKOUT PASS SKI AREA EXPANSION

THIRD-PARTY EIS

Scoping Meeting Dates Announced

The U.S. Forest Service will be hosting three public scoping meetings for the proposed Lookout Pass Ski Area
Expansion Third-Party Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The purpose of the meetings will be to provide
information on the proposed project and to give members of the public the opportunity to ask questions of the
U.S. Forest Service team leader and resource specialists. The public will also be able to provide comments on
potential issues and alternatives to consider in the Draft EIS.

Meeting Details

 Tuesday, April 22, 2014

7 . Black Diamond Ranch, 120 De
Borgia Haugan Frontage Rd

. ¢5:00-7:00 PM

Wednesday, April 23, 2014

' e Wallace Inn, 100 Front Street
¢ 5:00-7:00 PM

Thursday, April 24, 2014

e Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors
Office, 3815 Schreiber Way

¢ 5:00-7:00 PM

For additional information, contact: Sue Wilmot — NEPA Contractor. Ph No.: (503) 224-0333. Email: swilmot@swca.com. Or,
visit our website at: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=43757.
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United States Forest Idaho Panhandle 3815 Schreiber Way
Department of Service National Forests Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815
Agriculture

File Code: 1950
Date: April 4, 2014

RE: Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Interested Individuals, Organizations, and Agencies,

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests (IPNFs) and Lolo National Forest (LNF) are preparing an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to consider and disclose the anticipated environmental
effects of a proposal from Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area (Lookout Pass) to expand its
special use permit to upgrade and develop new lifts, ski terrain, parking, access roads, and guest
service facilities. The proposed project is located approximately 12 miles east of Wallace, Idaho
on National Forest System lands within Shoshone County, Idaho and Mineral County, Montana.

You are receiving this letter because the IPNFs and LNF are soliciting public comments on the
proposed project as they begin the scoping process. Public questions and comments regarding
this proposal are an integral part of the environmental analysis process. Public input will be used
to help identify resource issues that will be analyzed in the Draft EIS. Significant issues raised
during the scoping process will also be used to develop alternatives, prescribe mitigation
measures, and project design features, and/or analyze environmental effects.

Decision to be Made

The EIS will contain full disclosure and analysis of potential environmental and social effects.
Based on the analysis that will be documented in the forthcoming EIS, I will decide whether or
not to amend Lookout Pass’s current special use permit to implement (in whole or in part) the

Proposed Action or another alternative that may be developed during the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process.

Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed Lookout Ski Area Expansion is to provide a high-quality downhill
skiing recreational opportunity on the [PNFs and LNF. Lookout Pass ski terrain is insufficient to
meet market demands, resulting in diminished recreational experiences and reduced economic
viability for the ski area. In the Lookout Pass Ski and Recreation Area Master Development
Plan, Lookout Pass specifically identified three social, economic, or physical factors that
necessitate the development of additional terrain in order to ensure continued, publicly
acceptable ski operations. These factors are 1) diminished skier experiences associated with
overcrowding, increased skier congestion, decreased safe operating conditions, and inefficient
skier transport during high-visitation days, as well as inefficient skier transport and trail use on
low-visitation days; 2) current ski terrain distribution that does not match market demand; and 3)
concerns over the economic viability of Lookout Pass and its ongoing contribution to the local
economy.

£
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Expansion of Lookout Pass would address these needs by providing more skiable terrain and
more efficient lift systems to enable the ski area to remain economically viable while ensuring a
high-quality recreation experience for a wider range and number of skiers. This action would
move the ski area toward a desired condition outlined in the Idaho Panhandle National Forests
Land Management Plan and the Lolo National Forest Plan and respond to the Forest Plans' goals
and objectives.

Proposed Action

Under the Proposed Action, the existing Lookout Pass boundary would be expanded through a
new special use permit to encompass an additional 653.4 acres of Forest Service lands.
Administration of these lands is split between the IPNFs in Shoshone County, Idaho, and the
LNF in Mineral County, Montana. Approximately 55% of the additional acreage (359.5 acres)
would fall within the IPNFs and 45% (294.0 acres) would fall within the LNF.

Ski Trails and Terrain

The Proposed Action would construct 15 new ski trails. Fourteen of the 15 new ski trails would
measure 120 feet wide, and one would measure 150 feet wide. All would be located below
treeline and provide a total of 84.6 new acres of traditional terrain. Of this total, approximately
23.8 acres would be new novice terrain through the creation of three new connector ski trails.
One of the new connecter ski trails (off the existing Rainbow Ridge ski trail) would provide skier
and snowboarder access to the bottom of proposed Lift 5. Two other new connector ski trails
would allow skiers and snowboarders to proceed from the bottom of proposed Lift 5 to the
bottom of existing Lift 2 for access back to existing ski terrain. The remaining acreage (60.8
acres) would provide new low intermediate to advanced intermediate terrain and reduce
crowding and skier conflicts on high-visitation days.

Construction of traditional terrain ski trails would require the removal of all trees within the ski
trail corridor. Timber harvest during ski trail construction would be conducted via ground-based
yarding, using wheeled and tracked equipment (including forwarders). Trees would be cut at
ground level, and stumps and roots would be left intact, unless they present safety issues that
necessitate removal by harvest equipment. Slash, including limbs and large woody debris, would
be either removed or burned. Shrubs on ski trails would be trimmed periodically during summer
operations to ensure safe skiing conditions in winter. Ski trail edges and leave islands would also
be treated (such as through selective “feathering” or thinning), as necessary, to maintain edge
integrity while minimizing the potential for wind damage and the spread of disease or insects.

Approximately 6.2 acres of the new ski trails would be graded to minimize side slopes and
provide easier skier transitions across proposed and existing permanent road edges. Grading
would consist of removing all vegetation, stockpiling topsoil and incorporated plant materials,
adjusting topography to meet site-specific needs, re-spreading topsoil, and revegetating with
native and desirable non-native plants.

Proposed Lifts 5 and 6 would provide visitors with access to 8.7 acres of new gladed terrain.
Trees with beetle infestation damage within this area would be removed, and wood waste would
be chipped and used for erosion control, cut for firewood, or piled and burned according to
Forest Service standards and air quality controls.



New permanent culverts would be placed at locations where any trail corridor crosses surface
water. It is anticipated that skiers would use Lookout Pass lands near the top terminals of Lifts 5
and 6, and the ski patrol station to access terrain outside of the proposed special use permit
boundary, including the St. Regis Basin and Stevens Lake Basin. Lookout Pass would post signs
along the special use permit boundary in this vicinity to notify sklers that they were leaving the
ski area; no ground disturbance would occur.

Lifts

Lift 1 would be upgraded from a two-passenger lift to a four-passenger lift to increase skier
capacity. A new drive terminal, a return terminal, and 14 line towers would be installed to
support this upgrade. Existing terminals would be removed, line towers would be cut at ground
level, and tower footings would be left in place. Less than 0.1 acre of ground disturbance would
occur during installation of the new top and bottom terminals and line towers. New line tower
footings paralleling the existing route, each measuring approximately 4 x 4 feet and placed at a
depth of 8 feet, would support the upgraded lift. Terminal specifications would depend on the
manufacturer’s design. However, for the purposes of analysis, this EIS assumes an average drive
terminal size of 18 x 12 feet, and an average return terminal size of 8 x 4 feet.

Existing access roads would be used for construction and maintenance of upgraded Lift 1; no
new road construction would be required.

Two new lifts—Lifts 5 and 6—would be constructed in the proposed expansion area to provide
skier access to new traditional and gladed terrain. Lift construction would occur within tree-
cleared corridors measuring 100-120 feet wide. Lift 5 would be approximately 5,200 feet long
with a vertical rise of approximately 1,300 feet. It would serve six trails and provide access to the
Lift 6 ski trails. Lift 5 would be installed as a fixed-grip lift for two, three, or four passengers.
Approximately 0.1 acre of ground disturbance would occur during installation of the top and
bottom terminals and line towers. Depending on final engineering design for the lift,
approximately 24 towers would be needed. The disturbance acreage does not include proposed
temporary and permanent road construction, which is addressed in the “Roads” section below.

Lift 6 would serve six trails and would provide access back to the Lift 5 trails. The lift would be
approximately 2,800 feet long with a vertical rise of approximately 800 feet, and would be
installed as a fixed-grip, two-passenger lift. As with Lift 5, approximately 0.1 acre of ground
disturbance would occur during installation of the top and bottom terminals, and an estimated 12
towers (depending on final design).

Lift terminal locations were determined based on the site's ability to provide access to proposed
ski trails, and to ensure adequate space for lift lines, unloading areas, and general congregation
areas under projected carrying capacity estimates.

Lifts 5 and 6 would be constructed as bottom drive lifts. Power to the lifts would be supplied
through a new underground powerline, as well as via backup diesel or gasoline generators. The
new lifts would incorporate components recycled from the Lift 1 upgrade as well as used
components purchased from other ski areas to promote resource conservation and to reduce



costs. Lift terminals and towers would be transported to each site using logging equipment
(forwarders, tractors, or skidders). Some tower foundations would be poured using concrete
pump trucks while others could require concrete buckets flown by helicopter.

Powerline

Proposed Lifts 5 and 6 would be powered via an underground power cable installed by Avista
Power Company. Per Avista Power Company, there is sufficient capacity (13,000 volts) to serve
the new loads that would be needed for the proposed project on a single three-phase circuit
within an existing transformer located at the base of existing Lift 1.

From the bottom of existing Lift 1, the cable would be routed to the bottom drive terminals of
proposed Lifts 5 and 6 within a 75-foot corridor. The approximately 12,000 feet of buried cable
would be installed up the Montana Face trail and then down the Rainbow Ridge trail to one of
the new connector trails. From there, the cable would be routed along proposed temporary roads
and ski trails to the bottom terminals of Lifts 5 and 6.

The powerline would cross one unnamed spring-fed creek near the base of Lift 6. The cable
would be either directionally drilled under the creek or installed using an open-cut method. The
creek would be restored to pre-construction, or better condition, and erosion and sediment
control measures would be installed to reduce streambank and upland erosion and sediment
transport into the waterbody.

This powerline corridor would also serve as an escape ski trail for skiers to reach existing Lifts 2
and proposed Lift 5 if proposed Lift 6 should become inoperable. Lift maintenance and
operations staff would also be able to use this corridor to access proposed Lift 6.

Parkin

The Proposed Action would add 6.6 acres of parking to accommodate an additional 130 vehicles
and buses, based on a 90-degree parking angle and 19 x 10—foot spaces. Parking would be
extended to the north of the overflow parking lot to permit parking on both sides of the railroad
grade while maintaining a 20-foot-wide roadbed for ingress and egress for other users such as
snowmobilers accessing the Northern Pacific Railroad Trail. Approximately 5.2 acres are
available in this area for parking; Lookout Pass estimates that it would support 50 parking
spaces, as well as provide room for a turn-around to handle vehicles with trailers and recreational
vehicles.

South of the existing paved parking area, 400 feet of parking on the west side of the access road,
and on the west side of the existing railroad grade would be added, which would provide an
additional 80 parking spaces within 1.4 acres. The area along the railroad bed would be used for
employee parking and would have at least 20 feet for ingress and egress for other users.

Parking areas would be graded to near level and covered with gravel or crushed rock to minimize
erosion. Drainage from the parking areas would be routed to vegetated areas to prevent runoff
from reaching streams. Parking lot snow removal and storage would be planned to provide for
vehicle and snowmobile ingress and egress. No snowmobile off-loading or trailer parking would
be designated or permitted within the special use area boundary.



Maintenance Facilities

A new 7,000-square-foot (120 x 60—foot) maintenance shop and adjacent 864-square-foot (36 x
24—foot) concrete fuel tank pad would be constructed just south of the existing fueling pad
station to support ski operations. A 0.03-mile new, permanent gravel road would be constructed
to provide access between the maintenance facilities and the lodge.

Guest Service Facilities (ski patrol service building and restroom)

A 480-square-foot ski patrol service building and warming hut would be constructed at the top of
proposed Lifts 5 and 6. The log structure would be similar to the existing ski patrol service
building, and would be powered by propane or fuel cell technology to provide heat and light.

The Proposed Action would also include construction of an approximately 160-square-foot, two-
stall Romtec restroom structure in the vicinity of the proposed Lift 5 bottom terminal, just off
existing NFS Road 18591 along a proposed new permanent road. These roads would be
constructed, or reconstructed, to permit pump truck access for vault pumping during summer
months. For winter pumping, Lookout Pass would equip a snowcat with a tank and pump to
access the vaults. Guest service facility upgrades would not affect water use or require a change
to Lookout Pass’s existing water system.

Roads and Access

Approximately 4.3 miles of existing and new roads would be constructed or reconstructed to
Forest Service standards by the permittee to facilitate timber harvest and Lookout Pass
maintenance and operations. These roads would be closed to public travel. Upon completion of
expansion activities, all motorized use would be prohibited, except as authorized in the special
use permit. '

Entry to the project area during the timber harvest and construction phases would occur via
existing NFS Roads 9132, 4208, 18591, and 3026A. Based on current road planning,
approximately 0.5 mile of NFS Road 18591 would require grading and reconstruction to
accommodate logging trucks and construction vehicles, and to facilitate tree removal and
transport from adjacent ski trails. Re-grading would include installation of water bars to reduce
erosion, as necessary.

Approximately 2.2 miles of new, permanent roads would also be constructed to provide long-
term, annual use by Lookout Pass for maintenance and operations. Planned new permanent roads
would be constructed to a 16-foot running surface width to accommodate a boom truck and
shaped to minimize surface erosion. Road grades would not exceed 15% gradient, and would
generally be less than 10% gradient where feasible. Motorized vehicle access would be permitted
for Forest Service administrative use and by Lookout Pass for maintenance and operations, but
all other motorized access would be prohibited.

Temporary road construction (approximately 1.6 miles) would occur in locations where existing
and proposed permanent roads are insufficient for timber harvest due to slope or other factors.
Roughly 75% (1.2 miles) of all proposed temporary roads would be constructed on existing ski
trails, jeep tracks, or other primitive trails and unmanaged Forest Service roads to minimize



vegetation and soil disturbance. Temporary roads would be constructed to a 12-foot running
surface width and shaped to minimize surface erosion. Road grades would not exceed 20%
downhill gradient and 15% uphill gradient; where possible, road grades would be kept to less
than 10% gradient. Temporary roads would be constructed for logging of a single entry only, and
would be decommissioned following this activity.

Low-impact temporary roads would also be needed to access the lift tower locations. The
specific location of these roads has not been identified at this time, as it will depend on final lift
design. However, roads would likely extend off of proposed temporary or permanent roads and
would be made by a small trackhoe that would traverse cross-country to reach the line tower
footing locations. As with other temporary roads, these lateral roads would be recontoured,
seeded, and fertilized, as necessary, at the conclusion of construction activities.

Upon construction of the proposed new permanent road, Forest Service Undetermined Roads
37315 and 37315-1 would be decommissioned. These roads provide duplicate access to areas
that would be accessed by the proposed new permanent road, and represent a higher risk to area
resources because they are not managed by the Forest Service or constructed to current Forest
Service-specified road standards. Decommissioning roads that are not necessary for long-term
administrative or public purposes is consistent with Forest Service guidance to “identify the
minimum road system needed for safe and efficient travel, and for administration, utilization, and
protection of National Forest System lands” (36 Code of Federal Regulations 212.5(b)).

Forest Plan Amendment

The Proposed Action would include an amendment to the Lolo National Forest Plan. This
amendment would change approximately 173 acres from Management Area (MA) 9
(concentrated public use), 13 acres from MA 13 (riparian areas), and 107 acres from MA 24
(timber production with high visual sensitivity) to MA 8 (ski areas).

For the IPNFs, the Proposed Action would change approximately 85 acres from MA 1 (timber
production) and 89 acres from MA 9 (non-forest lands) to MA 17 (developed recreation) under
the current Idaho Panhandle National Forests Land Management Plan (referred to as the Forest
Plan). However, if any of the action alternatives are selected as part of the record of decision for
the IPNF’s ongoing Forest Plan revision, all lands potentially affected by the Proposed Action
would fall within MA 7 (primary recreation areas) and would not require a Forest Plan
amendment.

Request for Comments :

The IPNFs and LNF are providing a 30-day comment period for the public to submit comments
for this project. Respondents should: (1) include name, address, telephone number, e-mail,
organization represented, if any; (2) reference the “Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-
Party EIS,” and (3) discuss specific facts, concerns, or issues, and the supporting reasons.

Comments may be submitted by mail to: SWCA Environmental Consultants, 1220 SW Morrison
St., Suite 700, Portland, OR 97205; in person at: Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District, Fernan or
Smelterville offices, or Superior Ranger District; by facsimile to (503) 224-1851; via e-mail at:
comments-northern-idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs.fed.us; or online through the project website
at: http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=43757.


http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=43757
mailto:comments-northern-idpanhandle-coeur-dalene@fs.fed.us

All comments must be postmarked by May 5, 2014. Comments submitted electronically must be
searchable or readable with optical character recognition software.

Persons who submit comments during the comment period will be placed on the mailing list for
future information regarding this project. Individuals who do not submit comments, but wish to
be on this mailing list, should contact the Lookout Pass EIS NEPA Contractor, Sue Wilmot, at
(503) 224-0333 ext. 6324, or e-mail: swilmot@swca.com.

Three public open houses will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. for this proposal:

April 22,2014 Black Diamond Ranch (120 De Borgia Haugan Frontage Rd, De
Borgia, MT)

April 23,2014 Wallace Inn (100 Front Street, Wallace, Idaho)

April 24, 2014 Coeur d’ Alene Forest Supervisors Office (3815 Schreiber Way, Coeur

d’Alene, 1daho) ; :
Additional details of the proposed project, the EIS scoping process, how to comment
electronically, and the overall NEPA process can be viewed at http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-

usda-pop.php?project=43757 or by contacting Sue Wilmot.

Thank you for your participation. I look forward to your comments.

Sincerely,

ST

| — P

NN S

0. MARY FARNSWORTH
T Forest Supervisor

Enclosure: Proposed Action Map
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Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 22, 2014, 5-7 PM, Black Diamond Ranch, De Borgia, MT

Meeting Sign-in Sheet
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Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 22, 2014, 5-7 PM, Black Diamond Ranch, De Borgia, MT

Meeting Sign-in_Sheet
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April 23, 2014, 5-7 PM, Wallace Inn, Wallace, ID

Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
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April 23, 2014, 5-7 PM, Wallace Inn, Wallace, ID

Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting

Name (please print clearly)

Mailing Address
{please include organizationfagency name, if applicable)
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Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 23, 2014, 5-7 PM, Wallace Inn, Wallace, ID

Meeting Sign-in Sheet
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- Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 24, 2014, 5-7 PM, Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office, Coeur d’Alene, ID

Name (please print clearly)
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(please include organization/agency name, if applicable) Emall Address
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Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 24, 2014, 5-7 PM, Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office, Coeur d'Alene, ID

Name (please print clearly)

Mailing Address
{please include organization/agency name, if applicable)

Email Address
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Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 24, 2014, 5-7 PM, Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office, Coeur d'Alene, ID

Name (please print clearly)

Mailing Address
{please include organization/agency name, if applicable)

Email Address
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Meeting Sign-in Sheet

Lookout Pass Ski Area Expansion Third-Party EIS Scoping Meeting
April 24, 2014, 5-7 PM, Coeur d’Alene Forest Supervisors Office, Coeur d’Alene, ID
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{please include organizationfagency name, if applicable)
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The U.S. Forest Service Is Requesting Your Input

The Forest Service is requesting your input on issues to be considered while

preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS). The EIS will disclose environmental
Impacts assoc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>